
Pandemic
buying
frenzies
Traffic inside the Marion

Welcome Center was
slower during the summer
tourist season, but feed-
back from local busi-
nesses indicates vigorous
activity.
COVID-19 created sup-

ply-chain issues for some
businesses
as manufac-
turers
throughout
the U.S. and
foreign
countries
were under-
staffed or
shut down
during the
early stages
of the pan-
demic.
However,

when those products have
been available – particu-
larly the furniture indus-
try – business has been
incredible, according to
Johnson’s Furniture &
Appliances manager Patti
Merrill.
“We have averaged two

new customers a week;
some of them are visiting,
some bought a second
home here and some
packed up and moved
here,” Merrill said. “I think
some people have realized
bigger is not always bet-
ter.”
Merrill said business at

Johnson’s has been so
great the store has strug-
gled at times to meet cus-
tomer demands.
Dawn Etta Russell at

Feagan’s in Fredonia said
supply has not been able
to keep up with demand.
She encouraged cus-
tomers all summer to
place special orders early
in anticipation of receiving
the furniture by the holi-
day season. 
“It has been crazy to

watch, people weren’t
spending money on big va-
cations, hotels, concerts
and ball tournaments, so
they’ve spent that money
on new mattresses or a
new couch,” Merrill said.
Since folks were staying

home more, they were
willing to invest in up-
grades.
Many home improve-

ment businesses around
Crittenden County say
they’ve been overwhelmed
with projects and jobs
from landscaping to build-
ing contractors.
A mass run on furniture

and similar items at Fea-
gan’s and Yoder’s Variety
on Ky. 91 North in the
Amish community has
challenged owners to keep
shelves full. Only a couple
pieces of outdoor furniture
remain on the covered
outdoor sales floor at
Yoder’s Variety, a sign of
the robust buying season.
Marion Tourism Director

Michele Edwards said
Amish businesses were
rushed by customers in
the spring and early sum-
mer causing greenhouses
and other producers to
sell out quickly and close
unusually early for the
summer. Fall’s commerce
appears to be trending
similarly.

COVID BITES BACK at
christmas parade
Growing concerns about the
pandemic and the safety of local
residents has caused Crittenden
County Chamber of Commerce to
reverse course on its plans for the
annual Christmas Parade. It had
been only about a week earlier
that the Chamber had met and de-
cided to have the parade. But now,
the organization has a new plan.
Instead of a parade, the Chamber
will sponsor a light up the county
decorating contest. They plan to
call it the Crittenden Christmas
Trail, tailored after the Extension
Service’s Fall Bale Trail. The
Chamber is encouraging busi-
nesses and residents to decorate
homes and offices. Participants
will need to register by Nov. 30
and have decorations completed
by Dec. 4. A map of the official
Christmas Trail will be available
Dec. 5. There will be an online
contest with voting on Facebook
for two winners – one for residen-
tial and the other for business.
The winners will receive a $75
voucher to donate to their local
charity of choice. Trail applications
will be available at the Chamber
office, both Farmers Bank loca-
tions and at The Press Online.

LOCAL BALLOTING BRISK
IN EARLY-VOTING OPTION 
As of Tuesday afternoon, almost
1,600 Crittenden Countians had
cast ballots in the 2020 Primary
Election. Although Election Day is
not until Nov. 3, early-voting op-
tions have been broadened due to
COVID-19 concerns. Crittenden
County Clerk Daryl Tabor said
1,008 individuals have cast ballots
in machine voting at the court-
house while 571 mailed absentee
ballots have been counted. There
are 144 absentee mail ballots that
have yet to be returned. Those
must be postmarked by election
day. Almost one quarter of the
county’s 6,700 registered voters
have already cast ballots. Turnout
for the general election was pro-
jected at 70 percent statewide.

halloween on main
Plans continue to come together

for the annual Trick-or-Treat on
Main Street. The event will be held
in town from 3:30 p.m., until 5
p.m., Friday, Oct. 30. Candy dis-
tributors are asked to wear masks
and gloves, and to be creative in
avoiding close contact with chil-
dren. See page 9 of this issue for a
list of businesses and indviduals
participating in the event.

UPCOMING MEETINGS
•Crittenden County Board of

Education will meet at 5:30 p.m.,
Thursday, Oct. 22 at Crittenden
County Middle School.
•Crittenden County 911 Com-

mittee will meet at 9 a.m., Mon-
day, Oct. 26 at the courthouse.
•Crittenden-Livingston Water

District will meet at 4 p.m., Mon-
day, Oct. 26 at Deer Lakes Golf
Course conference room.
•The Crittenden County Exten-

sion District Board will meet at
noon Tuesday, Oct. 27 at the Ex-
tension Annex.
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        SELF RESPONSE RATE
                         2020         2010
Nationally          66.8%             -
Kentucky           68.1%        65.7%
COUNTIES
Hopkins             69.3%        66.9%
Union                68.7%        67.6%
Caldwell            68.0%        69.9%
Crittenden         63.9%        62.7%
Webster            63.6%        59.3%
Livingston         62.6%        60.6%
Lyon                  55.5%        54.3%
CITIES
Morganfield       71.2%        72.5%
Madisonville      70.2%        70.4%
Princeton          68.5%        73.3%
Eddyville           63.2%        58.6%
Fredonia           62.1%        52.9%
Salem               65.4%        54.7%
Sturgis              64.6%        66.2%
Providence       61.7%        68.9%
Clay                  60.7%        56.7%
Marion              60.4%        64.2%
Smithland         42.9%        21.5%

United States CENSUSCensus counting done;
U.S. now totaling figures
STAFF REPORT
Crittenden County officials say the self re-

sponse rate here was pretty good considering the
challenges of getting the word out about the U.S.
Census amid one of the greatest health crises in
the county’s history.
Non-response followup is complete by enumer-

ators in Kentucky and across the country with
99.9 percent of everyone counted, according to
the U.S. Census. Data compilation is now under-
way and results will be announced soon.
While county residents raised their self-re-

sponse rate about one percentage point from the
census 10 years ago, response in the City of Mar-
ion was 4 percent worse than in 2010.
In Kentucky, Oldham County had the highest

self-response rate, 83.2 percent. Fox Chase, a
city south of Louisville in Bullitt County, was the
nation’s second best at making sure its people
were counted and Minnesota, at 75 percent, was
the best state with Washington and Wisconsin
close behind.
Enumerators – otherwise known as Census

workers who are charged with contacting house-
holds that did not self-respond via internet,
phone or mail – ended up accounting for 31.7
percent of the state’s residents.

Longtime local physician Dr. Gary James grabbed an opportunity to have Mitch McConnell
sign a book written by the senate majority leader. Arguably the second most influential per-
son in the United States, McConnell has made a number of visits to Marion over his nearly
40-year career in the senate. McConnell’s whistle stop was at Crittenden Community Hos-
pital, where he discussed pandemic relief for healthcare facilities and other matters.

Senate majority leader checks in
at Crittenden Community Hospital
STAFF REPORT
U.S. Senate Majority Leader Mitch Mc-

Connell (R-Kentucky) spoke to nearly two
dozen community leaders in an outdoor
campaign stop at Crittenden Community
Hospital on Thursday, Oct. 15.
Supporters of Amy McGrath, Mc-

Connell’s Democratic challenger in next
month’s election, tried to get onto the hos-
pital campus at the time of McConnell’s ar-
rival. However, they were turned away and
instead, drove around the hospital honking

their horns in an attempt to disrupt Mc-
Connell’s visit. 
McConnell talked about benefits of the

federal relief package designed to help hos-
pitals and small businesses at the onset of
the coronavirus pandemic.
Hospital CEO Jon Gleason said the

CARES Act was a lifeline amidst the pan-
demic, allowing the hospital to continue to
pay its bills and avoid furloughing em-

See SENATOR/page 12

A new laboratory instru-
ment now operational at
Crittenden Community
Hospital has the capability
of providing the highest
quality COVID testing in
this area. The new Poly-
merase Chain Reaction
(PCR) test delivers COVID
results from a nasal or
throat swab within four
hours. The BD Max lab in-
strument also can do
COVID antigen testing in

about 15 minutes.
"PCR tests are highly ac-

curate and cutting edge
testing technology," said
CEO Jon Gleason. "This is
the test that most people
receive that has been tak-
ing anywhere from two to
seven days to get results."
In addition to detecting

an active COVID-19 infec-
tion, a second test can re-
veal the presence of
antigens within 15 min-

utes.
"An antigen test detects

specific proteins on the
surface of the coronavirus,
this is extremely rapid and
if it is positive, you are very
likely to currently be in-
fected," Gleason explains.
"We are very pleased to

offer both options at CCH,"
Gleasons aid. "This is a sig-
nificantly better and more
reliable test than any sur-
rounding facility has."

CHS offers instant-result COVID testing
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Travis 
Catherine C. Jones 

Travis, 92, of Marion, 
died Thursday Oct. 15, 
2020 at Covington Con-
valescent Center in Hop-
kinsville. 

She was a member of 
Mexico Baptist Church. 

Survivors include her 
daughter-in-law, Sue 
Travis of Hopkinsville; 
granddaughters, Shawn 
Travis of Elizabethtown, 
and Tiffany Sexton of 
Franklin, Tenn.; great-
granddaughters, Addie, 
Emily and Olivia Sexton 
all of Franklin; and sev-
eral nieces and nephews. 

She was preceded in 
death by her husband, 
Haskall Travis; a son, 
Rev. Rodney Travis; par-
ents, Riley B. and Iva 
Mae Jones; one sister; 
and two brothers. 

Services were Saturday 
Oct. 17 at Mexico Baptist 
Church with burial in 
Mexico Cemetery.   Me-
morials may be made to 
Mexico Baptist Church. 

 
 Bebout 

Carolyn Sue (Robinson) 
Bebout, 82, of Elizabeth-
town, Ill., died Thursday, 
Oct. 15, 2020 at Hardin 
County General Hospital 
in Rosiclare.      

Bebout was born Feb. 
18, 1938 in Bush, Ill., to 
Ray Robin- son and 
Pauline Gris-
som. After 
an early 
graduation 
from high 
school, she 
m a r r i e d 
J a m e s 
“ J i m m y ” 
Bebout on April 28, 
1956, and later studied 
cosmetology.  Their son, 
Timothy, was born in 
1965 after 10 years of 
marriage.   She then ob-
tained a job in Chicago as 
the head of data process-
ing for IBM where she en-
joyed traveling to such 
places as New York 
City.  Her family then 
moved from Chicago, to 
Hardin County, Ill., in 
1970 where she and 
James raised their chil-
dren. She then trans-
ferred to work for IBM in 
Evansville, but the com-
mute was too much for 
her.  After moving to Eli-
zabethtown, to their 168-
acre farm in 1975, while 
building a house,  Beb-
out discovered she was 
expecting another child, 
Lisa.  

Bebout was a hard 
worker and very active all 
her life. In her earlier 
years she had even taken 
care of her siblings. In Il-
linois she worked with 
Scotlad and Job Corp.   
She retired in 1995 from 
Ozark-Mahoning Mining 
Company when they shut 

down. She was so ded-
icated to her mining 
family, she once put off 
open heart surgery for a 
day, just to make sure 
the miners got their pay-
roll checks before she 
left. She later attended 
nursing school and sur-
gical tech training. Then, 
in 1998, she and her 
husband James moved to 
Sheridan, Ky. 

During Bebout’s life 
she faithfully served as 
secretary, and Sunday 
school teacher, at Keeling 
Hill Church. She loved 
the Lord and loved to 
share her faith. She at-
tended church as much 
as her health permitted, 
and she loved her 
church, Rosiclare Gen-
eral Baptist, very much. 
Everyone she came in 
contact with loved her. 
She had several who she 
adopted as “hers” and 
several who adopted her 
as “their Granny.”   Her 
greatest gift in her life 
was her grandbabies.       

She is survived by her 
son, Timothy Bebout of 
Rosiclare: a daughter, 
Lisa (Michael) McBee of 
Elizabethtown; step-
daughter, Monda Lynch 
of Robertsville, Mo.; a 
sister, Judith Knusta of 
Mesquite, Texas; two 
brothers, Arthur Mackey 
of Plainfield, Ill., and 
Ronald Mackey of Lola; 
three grandchildren, 
Braxton McBee, Destiny 
McBee and Jenna Marie 
McBee; three step-grand-
children, Phyllis Reese, 
Jeff Belt and Robert 
Lynch; and six step-great 
grandchildren, Brianna 
Belt, Tyler Belt, Haley 
Reese, Austin Reese; 
Tommy Murphy; and Gi-
avonna Love; and one 
step great-great grand-
child, Allie Rose Love.       

She was preceded in 
death by her husband, 
James “Jimmy” Bebout; 
a brother, Terry Mackey; 
and her parents. 

Funeral services were 
Wednesday, Oct. 21, 
2020 at Boyd Funeral Di-
rectors and Cremation 
Services.  Burial followed 
in Lola Cemetery. 

Memorials may be 
made to Rosiclare Gen-
eral Baptist Church, c/o 
Boyd Funeral Directors, 
P. O. Box 26, Salem, KY 
42078. 
Paid obituary 
 
 Dickerson 

Mr. James Rudell 
“Jimmy” Dickerson, Jr., 
59, of Burna, died Mon-
day, Oct. 19, 2020 at 
Baptist Health Paducah. 

Dickerson loved to ride 
his motorcycle, build 
model trucks 
and spend 
time with 
family. 

He is sur-
vived by a 
d a u g h t e r , 
A m a n d a 
Dickerson of 
Burna; a special grand-
pup, PupPup; special 
son, Jimmy Chambers of 
Lexington; two sisters, 
Pam (Tim) Sawyer  of 
Burna, and Connie Sue 
Sullivan; a brother, 
Bruce Wayne Dickerson; 
and a nephew, Tim Saw-
yer. 

Dickerson was pre-
ceded in death by his 
parents, James Ruddell 
Dickerson, Sr, and Lu-
cille Imogene Holley 
Dickerson. 

Private services will be 
held. Burial will be in 
Cedar Grove Cemetery. 

Arrangements are 

under the direction of 
Boyd Funeral Directors 
and Cremation Services 
in Salem. 

Memorials may be 
made to United Way, 333 
Broadway, Suite 502, Pa-
ducah, KY  42001. 

 
 West 

Robert "Wayne" West, 
66, of Marion, unex-
pectedly went to be with 
his Heavenly Father on 
Sunday, Oct. 18, 2020. 
To know West was to 
know love, faith and ded-
ication to his family, 
church, friends and com-
munity and his enor-
mous sense of humor 
and love of pranks. He 
knew no stranger and 
was always willing to ex-
tend his hand of service. 
He demonstrated these 
qualities in his long time 
commitment 
of teaching 
the youth 
about God, 
c o a c h i n g 
many base-
ball, softball 
and football 
teams and 
spending time building 
relationships with his 
Bright Life family.  

Most of all, his ultimate 
joy came in spending 
time with his family and 
watching them grow and 
develop a relationship 
with God. This included 

his wife, Carol, and his 
children, Jayme (Shane) 
Young, Bobby (Elliot) 
West and Chris West. 
West was a proud Poppy 
of many grandchildren 
and great grandchildren, 
including Haylee (Chad) 
Henager, Dillan West, 
Emily West, Lane West, 
Leauna West, Drake 
Young, Hadlee, Haven 
and Breckyn Henager. 
These children and 
grandchildren will know 
his legacy because of the 
love he had poured into 
each one of them.  

In addition, he is sur-
vived by a sister, Ann 
Clark of Henderson; a 
brother, Greg West of 
Marion; and several 
nieces and nephews.  

He was preceded in 
death by his parents, 

Willie and Loretta West; 
and a brother, Sonny 
(Darlene) West.  

Services are scheduled 
for 6 p.m., Thursday Oct. 
22, 2020 at Life In Christ 
Church in Marion. The 
family will receive visitors 
from 3 p.m., Thursday 
until service time at the 
church. Memorials may 
be made to the 
Alzheimer's Association. 

Gilbert Funeral Home 
is in charge of arrange-
ments. 
Paid obituary 
 

 

Online Condolences 
myersfuneralhomeonline.com  

boydfuneraldirectors.com  
gilbertfunerals.com 

Have you seen the 
Bale Trail in  

Crittenden County? 
 

Get a map from the 
Extension Office 

and enjoy! 
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Sykes

The Kentucky State 
Board of Elections
WHEN YOU VOTE, KENTUCKY WINS!

Official Election Notice

Due to the coronavirus, many Kentucky counties have had to reduce the number 

of polling places. And record voter turnout is expected this year. That’s why the 

Kentucky State Board of Elections is urging all Kentuckians to vote early, in advance 

of November 3. When you vote early, it helps polling places avoid crowds and provide 

for social distancing. For more information, or to find your early voting location, go 

to GoVoteKY.com or call your County Clerk directly. 

You don’t need an excuse or an appointment. 
Vote Oct. 13 — Nov. 3, including Saturdays.

AVOID CROWDS.  
BE SAFE.  
VOTE EARLY.
IT’S THE SAME  
AS VOTING ON 
NOVEMBER 3.

MARION 
City Council 
STAFF REPORT 

Candidates for Marion 
City Council agree that 
our town is a fine place to 
live and raise a family 
and that the people are 
among the town’s great-
est assets.  

Yet each can define is-
sues they’re concerned 
about from city revenue 
to dilapidated or aban-
doned residences. 

Over the next two 
years, the council will see 
the completion of a new 
$13 million sewer plant 
in Industrial Park North 
and will have some tough 
questions to answer with 
regard to the com-
munity’s Emergency 911 
dispatching and repair 

and replacement of aging 
water meters and fire hy-
drants.  

Seven candidates – 
three women and four 
men – are seeking the six 
council seats in the non-
partisan election on Nov. 
3. Incumbents Donnie 
Arflack, D’Anna Brown-
ing, Mike Byford, Dwight 
Sherer, Phyllis Sykes and 
Darrin Tabor are joined 
on the ballot by political 
newcomer Casey Win-
stead. 

Arflack, 63, is con-
cerned about government 
mandates on sewer im-
provements and believes 
citizens need more reli-
able and affordable gar-
bage and internet 

providers. He is also con-
cerned about the loss of a 
few businesses in town 
and what that could 
mean for employment op-
portunities.  

Lack of city revenue is 
a concern for Browning, 
49. She says funding 
shortfalls have affected 
infrastructure such as 
streets and fire hydrants, 
Furthermore, she says, 
some citizens are taking 
advantage of the morato-
rium on utility shut-offs, 
which could be costly 
down the road.  

“The environmental fee 
is painful enough,” said 
Browning, pointing out 
that she will not support 
further increases in 

sewer rates.  
Mike Byford, one of the 

longest serving members 
of the council, echos Ar-
flack’s concern over hav-
ing a lone contractor for 
garbage pick-up. 

Byford, 67, and fellow 
council member Dwight 
Sherer, say Marion would 
benefit from additional 
industry. 

“My biggest concern is 
that we don’t let our com-
munity stay stagnant or 
move in the opposite di-
rection,” Sherer said. 
“You can see what has 
happened to some of our 
neighbors over the 
years.” 

After four years on the 
council, Sykes, 73, says 

the city’s needs are lim-
ited by its budget. 

“The city faces the 
same problems that a 
family faces when things 
are needed – money is 
the driving force in get-
ting things accom-
plished. The city would 
like to fix everything to-
morrow, but the money 
isn’t available, that is 
why a prioritized list is 
made,” Sykes said. 

Tabor commends the 
city’s employees for the 
work they do within the 
city’s increasingly tight 
budget. 

“Our employees do a 
great job keeping the 
city's customers from 
having many issues,” 

Tabor, 53, 
said.  

Local business owner 
Casey Winstead is con-
cerned with the continu-
ing problem of 
unoccupied and deterio-
rating homes within the 
city limits. If elected, she 
would work to solve the 
situation in a way that 
would be beneficial to 
homeowners, and elimi-
nate blighted properties. 

Winstead, 40, like 
others vying for a council 
seat, says Marion’s as-
sets include its people 
and appreciates the foot 
traffic that City-County 
Park and Imogene Stout 
Market on Main create 
for Marion and its econ-

Tabor WinsteadBrowning Byford ShererArflack

STAFF REPORT 
Contesting incumbent 

Rep. Lynn Bechler’s third 
term in Kentucky’s 4th 
District House of Repre-
sentatives are Crittenden 
County native Austin 
Valentine Jr. and Cal-
dwell County entertainer 
Alonzo Penning-
ton. 

A political new-
comer running as 
an independent, 
Valentine is pro 
life, supports state 
workers’ pensions 
and term limits for 
politicians. He is a 
1993 graduate of 
Crittenden County 
High School and 
graduate of Murray State 
University. Valentine is a 

former general contractor 
and substitute school 
teacher. 

Pennington, a Demo-
crat, ran unsuccessfully 
in 2018 for the U.S. 
House District 1, losing 
in the primary to Paul 
Walker. Pennington, a 

musician, is son of 
the famous thumb-
style guitarist 
Eddie Pennington. 

As the first Crit-
tenden Countian to 
serve in the state 
House since 1985, 
Bechler, a Repub-
lican, says passing 
the strongest pro-
life legislation in 

Kentucky and his consis-
tent stand on protecting 
the lives of the unborn 

make him 
a pro-life 
leader in 
Frankfort. 
During his 
time in of-
fice, Be-
chler has 
been in-
strumental 
in chang-
ing laws 
that regulate adoption 
and foster care in Ken-
tucky. 

Other successes he 
counts from his previous 
terms include obtaining 
funding for a new Crit-
tenden County Justice 
Center and the Cumber-
land River Bridge at 
Smithland. He supports 
legislation that ensures 

desires of organ donors, 
and opposes a required 
human papilloma virus 
(HPV) vaccine for chil-
dren. 

Bechler is chair of the 
Budget Review Subcom-
mittee on Economic De-
velopment, Tourism and 
Env i r onmen ta l 
Protection. He is 
co-chair of the 
Joint House and 
Senate Program 
Review and Inves-
tigations Commit-
tee; a member of 
the Appropriations 
and Revenue, Eco-
nomic Devel-
opment and 
Workforce Invest-
ment, and Tourism, 
Small Business and In-

formation Technology 
committees. Locally, he 
serves on the Crittenden 
County Lions Club and is 
a church lector. 

“I want to continue my 
work protecting children, 
fighting against govern-
ment overreach and will 

work to remove 
Kentucky’s income 
tax.” 

Bechler was first 
elected in 2012 
when he garnered 
57 percent of the 
vote over Raymond 
Giannini of Cal-
dwell County. He 
ran unopposed in 
2016. 

Valentine says 
his understanding of his-
tory, for which he holds a 

degree, will prove valu-
able in assessing future 
legislation. 

“The most important 
responsibility of the office 
is to represent the cit-
izens of my district,” he 
said. “I feel like it is time 
they have the voice of a 
true native from the 4th 
District in Frankfort.” 

He says it is time for a 
fresh face and new tac-
tics. 

“This office, like any 
other job, can benefit 
from someone with prior 
knowledge of its inner-
workings; however, prior 
knowledge seems to have 
lacked the ability to pro-
duce effective results for 
the people of Kentucky.”

Bechler

Valentine

Pennington

4TH DISTICT House of Representatives 
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Man killed in mine
accident at warrior

A 58-year-old coal
miner was killed last
week at the Cardinal
mine in Hopkins
County. The mine is
owned by Warrior Coal,
a subsidiary of Alliance
Resource Partners.

Phillip Ramsey of
Madisonville was a
shuttle car operator
who began his shift at
2:45 p.m. Tuesday, Oct.
13. The 29-year mining
veteran was out of his
shuttle car working on
ventilation curtains
when he was struck by
a coal scoop at approx-
imately 8:30 p.m. He
was taken to Baptist
Health in Madisonville
but was pronounced
dead.

“This man’s death is
especially tragic as this
is the second miner
that we have lost within
a week,” said Gov. Andy
Beshear. “Please join
me in expressing my
deep condolences to
his family, friends and
community.”

All mining operations
were shut down after
the accident and will
continue to be sus-
pended while an inves-
tigation continues. The
Kentucky Department

for Natural Resources,
Division of Mine Safety,
sent investigators to
the mine Tuesday, Oct.
13 evening.

“Our sympathy goes
out to Mr. Ramsey’s
family for his untimely
loss,” Kentucky Energy
and Environment Secre-
tary Rebecca Goodman
said. “The cabinet
works daily to keep
miners safe through
training and inspec-
tions and when acci-
dents like this happen,
we look carefully at
what happened and
how it could have been
prevented. We will work
with the Cardinal mine
to do just that.”

early voting ongoing
at county courthouse
In-person early voting

for the 2020 General
Election began last
week at the county
clerk’s office. COVID-
19 guidelines apply for
those entering the
courthouse to cast bal-

lots on the early-voting
machine. Early voting at
the courthouse will be
available six days a
week through Monday,
Nov. 2. Voters may cast
ballots between 8 a.m.,
and 4 p.m., Mondays,
Wednesdays, Thursdays
and Fridays. On Tues-
day, the machine will
be available later, from
8 a.m., until 6 p.m. On
Saturdays, votes can be
cast from 9 a.m., to 1
p.m. See page 13 for
more voting informa-
tion.

Biker hurt in crash
on US 641 in lyon
A couple of Marion
men were involved in a
motorcycle crash in
Lyon County last week.
One was taken to the
hospital with serious
injuries.
According to informa-
tion from the Lyon
County Sheriff’s De-
partment, Jon C. Shack-
leford, 62, and Billy R.
Marvel, 58, were on
motorcycles traveling
south on U.S. 641 near
the intersection of Ky.
1943 when the accident
occurred.

The sheriff’s depart-
ment said a pedestrian
was on the side of a
highway bridge cross-
ing Skinframe Creek
causing traffic in both
lanes to adjust. Traffic
in the southbound lane
came to an abrupt stop
and that’s when Shack-
leford’s motorcycle
crashed into Marvel’s.
The accident happened
at about 10:35 a.m.,
Wednesday, Oct. 14
about 2.5 miles north
of Eddyville.

School’s report card
abbreviated for covid

Crittenden County
Schools’ annual School
Report Card is abbrevi-
ated this year in the
absence of statewide
spring assessments.
Normally, data regard-
ing proficiency, aca-
demic measures,
growth, transition
readiness and gradua-
tion rates are calculated
and shared publicly for
the state’s 172 school
districts. 

Due to the closure of
in-person classes last
March, schools received
a waiver from the U.S.

Department of Educa-
tion and were not re-
quired to administer
assessments and report
under the Every Student
Succeeds Act. 

Information on Star
Rating, federal classifi-
cation, significant
achievement gaps and
accountability scores
are, therefore, not
available for 2019-
2020 reporting. 

Data from 2018-2019
is available online and
includes the high
school graduation rate,
advanced coursework
success, dropout and
retention rates among
other things. 

Crittenden County’s
graduation rate is 91.8
percent, according to
the online data. For
school demographics,
safety, culture and cli-
mate details, visit
https://www.kyschool-
reportcard.com. 

Water district will
start repayment plan
The Crittenden-Liv-

ingston Water District
has developed a repay-
ment plan for cus-
tomers affected

financially by COVID-
19. Since March, dis-
connections for
non-payment of water
bills were discontinued. 

The grace period was
designed so as not to
punish people on pub-
lic utilities for non-
payment at the height
of COVID-19 shut-
downs and layoffs.

However, customers
that are behind by $25
or more have now been
set up on a repayment
plan. The amount each
customer is in arrears
has been divided over
the coming six pay-
ments and will be as-
sessed beginning this
month on water bills.

“The first payment
will be due Nov. 15 and
the final payment due
no later April 15,
2021,” said Water Dis-
trict Superintendent
Ronnie Slayden. “Any
missed payments will
subject the customers’
water for disconnection
on the scheduled dis-
connection date.”

For more information,
contact the water dis-
trict office at (270)
988-2680.

4 THE CRITTENDEN PRESS, Marion, Kentucky 42064, Thursday, October 22, 2020

The Crittenden Press
has published a series of
winning essays from a
Pandemic Writing Contest
sponsored by Crittenden
County Public Library and
Word Journeys. The
theme of each essay had
to reflect a reaction or re-
sponse to the pandemic.
They were written during
the lockdown earlier in
the spring. The Press has
featured the first- and
second-place winners the
past two weeks. This is
the final essay in the se-
ries, and the third-place
winner.

THIRD PLACE
By Ron Ledford
Oh My God! Is this the

Beginning of the End? Is
this God's punishment
for man's wickedness?
Or, Mother Nature's
master plan of natural
selection to purge the
old and sickly? Or, a se-
cret government project
that's gone awry? Or, an
exaggerated news event
greatly embellished by
an elitist media and self
serving politicians? Or,
has mankind temporar-
ily gone crazy and lost
all sense of logic and
self-responsibility?
Dang if we'll ever

know, but one thing is
certain!! Social media
and the politicos are
making much ado about
the virus and clearly
state that the Grim
Reaper is knocking at
our door. Perhaps this is
propaganda's finest
hour, like Cher's hit
song from the 60s- the
doom and gloom mes-
sage goes on and on and
on and on and on and

on, etc. Every hour,
every minute and every
second is saturated with
what you can do, can't
do, should do, shouldn't
do, better do, better not
do you are either a
saint, a sinner, a hero or
a villain- or just a vic-
tim.
Frankly, every OMG

idea has truths and
falsehoods. Data doesn't
lie, but be extremely
cautious, the reporting
of data is fickle. Years
ago during the US-
NUSSR superpower slug
fest for world domina-
tion, a story was told
about how easily the
press can report data
correctly while bending
the truth. There was a
two car race between the
USSR and the USA. The
USA car finished first,
the USSR car second.
The American newspa-
pers reported that the
American car finished
first and the Soviet car
finished dead last. The
Soviet news reported
that the American car
finished next to last and
their car finished a close
second. Both reports are
true but be careful of
what you hear, read and
believe. Many people
watch news not for in-
formation, but for con-
firmation of beliefs- the I
am right syndrome. This
is a dangerous attitude
so please resist the sin-
ful-me temptation as
you travel thru the path
of life.
Without a doubt, life

in America is far more
different in today's world
than the recent past. Es-
pecially in the area of
co-dependency. As a

true life example, my
grandpa and grandma
weren't impacted by the
Great Depression be-
cause they lived on a lit-
tle farm plot that
provided them vegeta-
bles, meat and eggs;
grandma sewed and
mended their clothing;
they cooked their
breads; milked their
cows: hand washed their
clothes, etc. Outside
their use of electricity,
their daily life was mini-
mally impacted before,
during and after the
Great Depression. Not so
today! Today our lives
are intertwined, inter-
mixed and inter-what-
ever to the point that we
don't understand or
frankly don't give two
hoots about where it
comes from. It seems we
only really care what it
costs. Our daily needs
are met by the god
almighty dollar via the
results of autonomous
people from around the
World. Our struggle is
not how to use available
resources, but how to

earn enough $ to get
everything we want for
ourselves and our chil-
dren.
This pandemic has

shown something that
has yet to be recognized
or understood by the
media or our leaders, we
are not all in the same
boat! It is urban vs.
rural. What works in the
big cities like Chicago,
New York, Detroit or
California will rarely
ever work in towns like
our Marion. I nearly
never see any media re-
ports focusing on Nor-
man Rockwell's small
town America and if I
see another report about
NY, California or
Chicago, I'm going to
throw-up. Want to feel
small and inconsequen-
tial, watch the national
news. To them and their
ratings, we country folks
don't count and it's even
worse if you live in a
Southern state.
Another emerging

truth is the rise of three
basic categories of peo-
ple: Those Who Take;
Those Who Give; and
Those Who Don't Give A
Damn. These are self ex-
planatory. Which are
you? President John
Kennedy established a
basic survival challenge
for we American citizens,
"Ask not what your
country can do for you.
Ask what you can do for
your country!"
Take a moment, close

your eyes and wake up
to a place where... you
are ordered by the gov-
ernment to wear a
mask, keep 6 feet away
from everyone, to stay
home and told how to

interact with people.
Meaning- no vaca-

tions, no family gather-
ings, no playing video
games at your friend’s
house, no school, no
sports, no graduation,
no weddings, no funeral,
no eating out, no dates,
no medical services un-
less on the brink of
death, no seeing your
dying grandma except
through a window, no
church, no workouts, no
dental, no hairdressers,
no parks, no parades,
no toilet paper, no eggs,
no hamburger, no com-
munity events, no con-
certs, no library, no
handshakes, no job and
a personal big loss... no
hugs. Welcome to daily
life, Spring 2020. So,
how is your day?
Over 98% of all people

who get this virus sur-
vive. Does this consti-
tute a national
emergency to the level of
waiving constitutional
and personal rights so
beloved in our society?
Be vigilant, be a good
citizen, a good person
and a great parent and
goodness will prevail.
Two percent of those

contracting this virus
die... meaning thou-
sands have died and
thousands more will die.
Do not trivialize or take
death lightly! Death is
personal and traumatic.
The pain felt by the loss
of your mother or father,
a cherished friend or
any other loved one is a
pain that no pill can fix.
Lost memories of the
past and what might
have been are forever.
So, respect death and
have empathy for those

enduring death's cold
touch. But, remember to
smile and hug (from 6
feet away) your favorite
person every day, be-
cause it might all end in
a second and then your
Day is Done.
A moment of tribute

and remembrance to
those who have gone on
before us...

Day is Done 
Gone the Sun
From the Lakes 
From the Hills 
From the Sky 
All is Well 
Safely Rest 
God is Nigh

Thanks and Praise 
For Our Days 
Neath the Sun 
Neath the Stars 
Neath the Sky
As we Go 
This we Know 
God is Nigh

Hopefully, the future
torch bearers of the
American Dream, will
find value in the crazi-
ness we are enduring in
this pandemic and never
forget that life is God's
gift, and His will shall be
done (realizing we all
have self-determination).
Enjoy life and under-
stand the only things
you truly control are
your attitude and faith
in God.
Now, get up off the

couch and throw these
trivial ramblings in the
trash and go forth and
live life.
Remember always...

Be Aware! Be Safe! And
Goodbye – it's time for
my nap:).

‘Is this the beginning or end?’ by Ron Ledford

Ron Ledford of Marion
was the third-place win-
ner in the pandemic writ-
ing contest.

50 YEARS AGO
Oct. 22 1970
n Dr. Donald L. Wight, a Marion den-
tist and chairman of the Crittenden
County School Board was elected
vice-chairman of the First Region of
the Kentucky School Boards Associ-
ation. 
n Seven girls were elected as home-
coming queen candidates. Those
seven girls were: Louise Holeman,
Mary Davis, Shanan Travis, Cindy
Wallace, Patty Brantley, Linda Hunt
and Pam Holloman. 

25 YEARS AGO
Oct. 26, 1995
n Susan Alexander, member of the
Woman’s Club of Marion, was
elected as first district vice governor
for the Kentucky Federation of
Women’s Clubs at the 82nd annual
fall conference. 
n The Crittenden County High
School Band of Pride placed third in
the Class A Division II in the Field of
Dreams Invitational at Reidland. 
n Junior fullback Jeremy Poindexter
was named Offensive Player of the

Week. 
n Senior lineman Petey Patterson
was the Defensive Player of the
Week.

10 YEARS AGO
Oct. 21, 2010
n Lady Rocket soccer players Casey
Stalion, Emily Owen and Jenna
Odom were named to the all-district
soccer team during the district tour-
nament. 
n A U-9 girls fast-pitch softball team
from Crittenden County competed in
a Calvert City fall league finishing in
first place. Players among the team
were Matthia Long, Chaylee Wolf,

Emma Herrin, Jenna Potter, Kalli
Champion, Emmie Smith, Jaycee
Driver, Ellie Smith, Hannah Cooksey,
Danielle Vasquez, Destiny Knight,
and Brandy Book. Coaches were
Donald Knight and Stephen Smith. 
n Athletes of the Week were
Stephon Cozart (football) and Casey
Knox (volleyball). 
n Health Quest Wellness Center’s
team won the Grid Iron Glory
women’s-only flag football tourna-
ment at Rocket Stadium. Team mem-
bers were Ginger Melton, Terri Belt,
Adria Porter, Patty Creasey, Shawna
Sharp, Morgan Morris, Lee Anna
Boone, Pepper Yancy, Tommi Paul-
son, Trayce Newcom, Michelle Red-
dick, Lee Ann Keller, Leslea Barnes
and Ashley Soriano.



Each of us knows, be-
yond question, that mur-
dering little human
beings is evil. The Bible
tells us we will go to Hell
for doing it, or support-
ing it.  God
curses people
and nations
who do this.
Every one of
us also knows
same-sex ac-
tions are evil.
The Bible tells
us the same
about it.
Every one of us is born

knowing good from evil.
So as we all go to the
polls, God is watching.
Who will you support?
All of us saw last week

how hard some worked
against Amy Barrett, a
Christian who believes
these acts are sinful be-
cause the Bible says so.
When I read that 82

percent of Americans
claim to be Christians,

and the majority of
Americans belong to po-
litical affiliations that
support ungodly things, I
then know what awful
sinful condition our na-
tion is in. Every nation in
history that became that
wicked, God destroyed.
Regardless of what

party we belong to, any-
one who commits these
evils or supports them in
any way, has God’s
curse. Every one of these
people contributes in
bringing our nation to
God’s judgement.
We all need to stop and

think about our children,
grandchildren and every-
one we love.
We cannot sin and get

by, and we all reap what
we sow. So do our loved
ones and all around us. 
In the beginning God

put that law on Earth.
The seeds we sow will
come up, but they can
be vegetables, flowers or

weeds.  We are all so glad
when we sow good and
get far more good back,
but when we sow bad, we
also get far more bad.
In my garden one year,

I sowed cucumber seeds
and when they all came
up, so did cantaloupe. It
did not matter to God’s
laws in the ground that I

thought they all were cu-
cumbers, as they looked
exactly alike, all that
mattered was what I
sowed.
The way we vote, so

goes our nation, and so
goes God’s blessing or
curse on all of us and
those who are too young
to vote.
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A section of Main
Street near downtown
Marion was labeled Silk
Stocking Row in the early
part of the 20th century
because the homes
along this stretch were
constructed with all the
finest modern conven-
iences such as electricity,
indoor running water and
plumbing, and radiator
heat. Fashionably built
they were, but also of
sturdy and lasting con-
struction with some of the
finest materials to be
found. 
J.I. Clement cut the

timber for one home off
his farm south of town.
Completed in 1910, the
Victorian house – which
is now home to former
Mayor Mickey Alexander
and wife Susan – was
built with brick three lay-
ers thick. Shortly after
this home was first occu-
pied, three more went up
nearby in similar fashion.
They were built by pros-
perous farmers from out
in the county who wanted
to bring their families to
town in order to shop, so-

cialize and so their chil-
dren could attend city
schools.
Built in the four-square

design these homes cost
under $5,000 to com-
plete. The iron railing on
the front porch of one –
known today as the
Tucker House – was
added in the early 1960s,
built with salvaged mate-
rials from the town’s ear-
lier courthouse. 
The Tucker home and

the one just south of it
were built by a brother
and sister.  
A fourth home which

sits south of Elm Street
was quite exquisite in its
day as well, boasting
etched glass windows,
remarkable woodworking
and a wrap around porch.
It is clear the crafts-

manship and materials
used in these homes
were the very finest in the
day because as we can
see more than a century
later, they remain attrac-
tive… and worthy of their
place on Silk Stocking
Row.

MARION MAIN STREET, INC.

CrittendenPress HistoryVignettes
A collaborative project between The Crittenden Press, Marion Main

Street, Inc., and the Crittenden County Historical Society is bringing his-
tory to life with virtual tours of some of Marion’s most unique and signifi-

cant landmarks. See these short history vignettes on YouTube.

On Silk Stocking Row

STAFF REPORT
Crittenden County Judge-Exec-

utive Perry Newcom presided over
the monthly fiscal court meeting
last Thursday over the phone from
his home with magistrates con-
vened at the courthouse.
The judge explained that he’d

been potentially exposed to
COVID-19 earlier in the week after
being in close contact with some-
one diagnosed. The judge said he
was self isolating and was not ap-
pearing in person for the meeting
out of an abundance of caution. 
The court handled its regular

agenda. Among the matters ap-
proved were higher pay for Gen-
eral Election poll workers and
cancellation of the county’s sup-
port of the Pennyrile Area Nar-
cotics Task Force.
Characterizing election day work

during a pandemic as something
akin to hazardous duty, the court
agreed to pay poll workers $200
for this year only. Typically, work-
ers earn $120 for the job. Poll are
open 6 a.m., until 6 p.m. 
County Clerk Daryl Tabor re-

quested the one-time increase due
to the fact that workers will be
charged with greater responsibility
due to COVID-19 guidelines, in-
cluding disinfecting poll sites reg-
ularly during the day. He said
there will be only 20 poll workers
employed for the Nov. 3 election.
Usually, 48 are needed. Fewer are
necessary for this election because
pandemic requirements are limit-
ing the number voting places. In
Crittenden, there will be just two
locations, at the courthouse and
at the Marion Ed-Tech Center.
The county has received more

than $30,000 in grants to help pay
for the election’s special circum-
stances. Among its grants was
$10,000 assistance from the Cen-
ter for Tech and Civic Life, which
the county judge unveiled at last
week’s meeting. Newcom said he
was surprised to receive the grant,
which is funded by a number of
sources, including Facebook
founder Mark Zuckerberg.
Magistrates decided to pull its

annual funding of the region’s
narcotics task force after the or-
ganization failed to cash a check
sent in May for its contribution in
Fiscal Year 2019-2020. Magistrate
Greg Rushing, who serves on the
task force’s board of directors, said
the group is lacking leadership
and has not met in several
months. After a brief discussion,
the court voted to discontinue its
annual $1,400 to the task force
and to stop payment on the check
that has not been cashed since
May.
The county agreed to hire a Pa-

ducah architectural firm Sherman
Carter Barnhart to lead its devel-
opment of a plan to turn the Mar-
ion Ed-Tech Center into county
offices. The state has appropriated
about $12 million to build a new
judicial center in Marion, which
will include razing the existing
courthouse. As a cost-savings
measure, the county has opted to
find its own home instead of shar-
ing the new judicial center with
the court system. 
Crittenden County has received

its final disbursement of federal
funding from the CARES Act for
coronavirus relief. The final pay-
ment was for $114,029. The
county has received almost
$290,000 in assistance through
the CARES program. Among the
greatest reimbursement in this
latest round of relief was $56,069
to the sheriff’s department,
$54,845 to EMS, $9,025 to the
county convenience center, $5,187
for a courthouse COVID officer
and $4,846 to the jail. Most of the
money was used for payroll ex-
penses associated with additional
staff needed during the pandemic.
Crittenden County Detention Cen-
ter work release inmates have
been sidelined during the pan-
demic, which has put a greater
burden on paid county staff. In
some   cases, additional, tempo-
rary workers have been hired.
Magistrate Dan Wood ques-

tioned a county expense for uni-
forms. The issue has been
discussed before, but the county is
under contract with Aramark until
August 2022 to buy them and
have them cleaned. The monthly
expense is more than $500. Wood
said the county should look at
buying its own uniforms. Judge
Newcom agreed and said the jail
could wash the uniforms. 
The county provides uniforms

for about 13 employees, including
those on the road crew, dog war-
den and custodial help at the
courthouse. 
“In 2017 we were paying $260 a

week on the contract so it has al-
most doubled in three years,”
Wood said.

STAFF REPORT
Circuit Judge Rene

Williams has denied a re-
quest for bond reduction
by Chris Hill, 44, of Mar-
ion who is under indict-
ment on a Class C felony
charge of second-degree
manslaughter. 
Hill is being held in the

county jail on a $50,000
bond. He is accused of
running a stop sign and
crashing into a home in
July 2019 that killed
Mary Bass of Old Shady
Grove Road.
Hill appeared before

the judge via teleconfer-
ence from the Crittenden
County Detention Cen-
ter. 
•Adam Attia, 32, of

Marion was sentenced to
five years in prison on a
theft charge from 2017.
Attia pleaded guilty in
2018 to taking a pickup
and utility vehicle from a
family member. His five-
year sentence was di-
verted, but the
agreement was set aside
because Attia violated
terms of the pretrial di-
version.

•Jeremy Wilkerson, 46,
of Marion had his proba-
tion revoked for failure to
complete court-ordered
rehabilitation and ab-
sconding. Testimony by a
probation officer alleged
that Wilkerson left treat-
ment during the pan-
demic lockdown last
spring then quit report-
ing to his probation offi-
cer. Wilkerson was
originally convicted of
flagrant non-support in
Crittenden County in
March 2018. He was or-
dered to complete his

five-year prison sen-
tence. 
•Bonnie Lou Woodall,

61, of Marion was held in
contempt of court and
sentenced to 30 days in
jail. The term was pro-
bated if Woodall will com-
ply with terms of her
probation. She pleaded
guilty last year to receiv-
ing stolen property by
complicity. According to
testimony by a probation
officer, Woodall has not
been reporting as or-
dered by the court. 

Fiscal Court

Kentucky lost 
more post o�ces 
in the last decade 
than any other 
state.
Source: United States Postal Service

FIND VOTER INFORMATION AT  
dailyyonder.com/voteKY

Your  
Post O�ice  
is on the ballot.

Vote Nov. 3

Paid for by the nonpartisan Center for 
Rural Strategies—Whitesburg, KY

Court ups election day poll workers
citing extra duties, hazardous times

Judge denies bond reduction in manslaughter case

Lucy
TEDRICK
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Religious and
Political Views

On Nov. 3, it’s you, your vote, family and God

Virtual Tour
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Calendar 
–  The Crittenden 
County Historical Mu-
seum will be closing for 
the season at 3 p.m., 
Friday, Oct. 30.  If you 
haven’t visited lately, 
you still have a few days 
to stop by and see 
newly added local his-
tory displays. 

 
Library events 

– Story Hour with Ms. 
Melissa, each Friday 10 
a.m.  Due to social dis-
tancing requirements, 
please call to find out 
how story hour will be 
held each week.  

–  Kids Craft Corner 
with Ms. Melissa on 
Zoom—Tuesdays at 
3:30 p.m.  

–  Tech Help with 
Carol, 10 a.m.-noon, 
each Thursday.  

Extension events 
– The Quilt Club will 
meet at 9:30 a.m., Mon-
day, Oct. 26 at the Ex-
tension Annex.      

– The November 
Leader Lesson “Digital 
Estate Planning” will be 
held at 10 a.m. and 5 
p.m., on Thursday, Oct. 
29 at the Extension Of-
fice.  When thinking 
about estate planning, 
we most often think of 
planning for traditional 
assets like money, prop-
erty and more.  In 
today’s digital world, we 
also need to have a plan 
for our digital infor-
mation.  This lesson will 
build an understanding 
of the difference be-
tween a traditional es-
tate plan and a digital 
estate plan.   

 
 

Share your event 
Do you have an  

upcoming event you 
would like  

to publicize? 
 Email us at  

information@the-press.com 
or call (270) 965-3191.

Senior Menu 
The Crittenden County 

Senior Center is offering a 
drive-through for daily hot 
meals.  

Lunches must be re-
served by calling (270) 
965-5229. They can be 
picked up Monday through 
Friday at 11:30 a.m. 

Menu for the next seven 
days includes: 

Oct. 22 Beef lasagna, 
buttered broccoli, garlic 
breadstick and Jell-O fruit 
salad. 

Oct. 23: Baked catfish, 

navy beans, cole slaw, Am-
brosia fruit salad and corn-
bread. 

Oct. 26: Taco soup, 
baked potato with sour 
cream and margarine, 
apple crisp and cornbread. 

Oct. 27: Roast turkey, 
cornbread dressing, giblet 
gravy, mashed potatoes, 
green bean casserole and 
cranberry gelatin salad. 

Oct. 281: Chicken pot 
pie, baked potato with sour 
cream and margarine, 
green beans, Mandarin or-
anges and wheat bread. 
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Due to COVID-19, Hal-
loween might seem very 
different this year, but 
you can still make it fun 
for your ghouls and gob-
lins. Here are some ideas 
for safe trick-or-treating 
and ways to celebrate the 
holiday at home.  

•Door-to-door trick-or-
treating is possible if you 
take proper precautions. 
Trick-or-treaters and 
their parents should 
wear masks and practice 
social distancing. Limit 
the trick-or-treat area to 
your neighborhood. Only 
dispense or allow your 
children to accept indi-

vidually wrapped pieces 
of candy. Placing candy 
out on a table in your 
yard where children can 
easily access it is pre-
ferred over personally 
handing out individual 
pieces of candy or allow-
ing children to put their 
hands in a candy dish. 
After you return from the 
magic night, make sure 
everyone washes their 
hands with soap and 
warm water for at least 
20 seconds.  

•Pumpkin carving or 
decorating is an annual 
tradition that is not af-
fected by the pandemic. 

It is also a great 
family bonding 
activity.  

•Have a cos-
tume party with 
members of your 
family. Wear a 
costume to 
dinner and allow 
each member of 
the family to in-
troduce them-
selves to the 
others while in 
character. Serve 
Ha l l oween- in -
spired foods. Get 
your kids active 
in the kitchen by allow-
ing them to help with the 

meal prepara-
tion.  

•Spend the 
evening playing 
H a l l o w e e n -
themed games. 
Hide pieces of 
candy around 
your house and 
let your children 
find them. Go on 
a Halloween dec-
oration scav-
enger hunt as a 
family by adding 
extra decorations 
around your 
home or driving 

around your community 
looking for spiders, 

witches, skeletons and 
pumpkins.  

•Do not forget we have 
the Bale Trail in Crit-
tenden County.  Maps 
are available at the Crit-
tenden County Extension 
Office or on our Facebook 
page. This is a perfect 
family activity and a 
wonderful way to enjoy 
all the beautiful autumn 
leaves! 

For more ideas on rais-
ing healthy families, con-
tact the Crittenden 
County office of the UK 
Cooperative Extension 
Service at (270) 965-
5236.

New ideas needed for COVID Halloween

Centennial celebration 
The Woman’s Club of Marion cele-
brated 100 years of service to the com-
munity Oct. 15 with cake and Bingo. 
The clubhouse was decorated with 
clothing and hat displays commem-
orating 100 years on East Carlisle 
Street. At left, Susan Alexander, Past 
GFWC KY President, is pictured with 
Amy Mason, GFWC First District Gov-
ernor, and Nancy Hunt, Woman’s Club 
of Marion president. Below, Sandra 
Belt describes one of the 35 dresses 
members brought for display. 
 

Leaf pickup planned
Marion City Council 

heard plans of the town’s 
fall leaf collection service 
during Monday night’s 
regular monthly meeting. 

City Administrator 
Adam Ledford said col-
lection will begin in No-
vember, and a detailed 
scheduled will be made 
public next week, a copy 
of which will be pub-
lished in the newspaper. 

Ledford said residents 
are already calling city 
hall about the matter, 
but starting the process 

too soon could be quite 
costly. 

“We want to wait until 
most of the leaves have 
already fallen,” he said, 
pointing out that the 
work is labor intensive, 
requiring a great deal of 
manpower. 

Collection generally in-
cludes one or two passes 
through town. The leaves 
are collected with a large 
vacuum then discarded 
at the debris dump near 
the old county landfill. 
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What I hope to do each 
week is to help those 
who read these 800 or so 
words to slow 
down enough 
to give thought 
to things we 
already know, 
along with some 
historical and 
spiritual per-
spective. There 
are few weeks 
that go by that 
I do not hear 
from someone, 
and for that I 
am thankful. 

I have been 
thinking this 
week about all 
the groups and 
institutions that 
require and en-
courage cooperation and 
common goals. Most of us 
belong, or have belonged, 
to more than one. Think 
about civic organizations, 
sports teams, the military, 
healthy churches, good 
businesses of all sizes, vol-
unteer organizations, local 
governments, food banks, 
or disaster relief efforts 
for example. They all have 
something in common: 
they require those who 
are part of them to work 
for the benefit and good 
of others even if it means 
giving up some “rights” or 
preferences to accomplish 
the goals. They require set-
ting aside selfish ambition 
(those that do not usually 
do not make good mem-
bers).

These groups make up 
nearly all our real inter-
action with others and 
are forces that help us to 
overcome differences and 
lift each other up. In my 
experience when there is 
a common understanding 
of purpose or a clear goal 
in mind, we can tolerate 
difficult conversations and 
strong words. They are, in 
fact, necessary for under-
standing and progress. It 
is much healthier to ar-
gue with a trusted friend 
sitting at the same table 
than with someone of a 
different “tribe” at a dis-
tance. Proximity matters. 
It can be physical (in the 
same room) or emotional 
(life-long friends who live 
in another place).

One of my favorite songs 
is The Hollies 1969 classic, 
“He Ain’t Heavy, He’s My 

Brother.” I even like every 
cover I have heard of it. It 
is impossible not to relate 

that song to the 
nightmare of 
Vietnam but it 
is universally 
applicable and 
beautiful. 

“The road is 
long

With many a 
winding turn

That leads us 
to who knows 
where

Who knows 
when

But I’m strong
S t r o n g 

enough to carry 
him

He ain’t 
heavy, he’s my 

brother.
So on we go
His welfare is my con-

cern
No burden is he to bear
We’ll get there
For I know
He would not encumber 

me
He ain’t heavy, he’s my 

brother
If I’m laden at all
I’m laden with sadness
That everyone’s heart
Isn’t filled with the glad-

ness
Of love for one another.”
Here are a few remind-

ers to help us lift each oth-
er up and carry each oth-
er when needed. We need 
more of this and less of 
what has become known 
as “virtue signaling,” 
which is just another twist 
on violating the teaching of 
Jesus concerning remov-
ing the log from one’s eye 
before picking the splin-
ter out of someone else’s. 
Practice praising virtue 
that we see in others, it 
will make it harder for us 
to put them down. 

Be an encourager. I 
must admit that this one 
is difficult for me. For oth-
ers, it seems to come nat-
urally. There are people 
that you encounter daily 
that need encouragement. 
Be the person that others 
like to see approaching be-
cause they know they will 
be better off when you part 
company.

I have seen “Be Kind” 
signs showing up where I 
live. Do it. Be kind. There 
are enough clever peo-
ple in the world. There is 

enough sarcasm. I pro-
duce enough for a few peo-
ple on a bad day. Choose 
kindness over winning an 
argument. Choose kind-
ness over proving a point. 
Choose kindness when 
having difficult conversa-
tions. Choose kindness.

Think of this as a jour-
ney. A task to be complet-
ed. And do not give up. 

In A.D. 596, a group 
of monks was sent from 
Rome to go to the English 
to convert them to Christi-
anity. On the way they lost 
their courage and decided 
to turn back. Augustine 
left them and returned to 
Rome for guidance. In his 
“Ecclesiastical History of 
the English People,” Ven-
erable Bede records a let-
ter sent from Pope Gregory 
to encourage those he sent 
to finish what they started. 
“Forasmuch as it had been 
better not to begin a good 
work, than to think of de-
sisting from one which has 
been begun, it behooves 
you, my beloved sons, to 
fulfil with all diligence the 
good work, which, by the 
help of the Lord, you have 
undertaken. Let not . . . 
the toil of the journey, nor 
the tongues of evil-speak-
ing men, discourage you; 
but with all earnestness 
and zeal perform . . . that 
which you have set about; 
being assured, that great 
labor is followed by the 
greater glory of an eternal 
reward.”

Dr. Sean Niestrath is a 
minister in Madisonville, 
Ky. He holds a doctoral 
degree in ministry. You 
may contact him at sean.
niestrath@outlook.com.

Sean
NIESTRATH
Faith-based columnist

Guest
Columnist

Lift each other up
n The Clothes Closet of 

the First Baptist Church 
in Fredonia will once 
again be open to serve 
the area with free clothes 
beginning.  For the time 
being, we will be outside 
the Clothes Closet in the 
parking lot. Our hours are 
1-3 p.m. each Thursday. 
We will ask everyone to 
observe social distancing. 
The Clothes Closet will be 
closed in case of rain. 

n Fredonia Unity Baptist 

Church’s clothes closet is 
open from 9 a.m. to noon 
on the second and fourth 
Saturday of every month.

n First Baptist Church 
of Fredonia food pantry 
is open from 1 to 3 p.m. 
the third Thursday of each 
month in Coleman Hall of 
the church.

n The clothes closet at 
Mexico Baptist Church is 
open from 9 to 11:30 a.m. 
each Monday.

n Cave Springs Baptist 

Church between Lola and 
Joy in Livingston County 
offers food 24 hours a day, 
7 days week at its outdoor 
Blessing Box in front of the 
church.

Does Your Congrega-
tion  Have  Something 
Planned?

Let us know. We post 
church notes here at no 
charge.

Email to thepress@the-
press.com or call (270) 
965-3191

Church Events & News

Question: My political 
views are quite liberal and 
I am endorsing Joe Biden 
as my presidential candi-
date. My cousin is an ultra 
conservative and she is 
endorsing Donald Trump. 
Every time we get together 
we end up in a heated ar-
gument. It’s harming our re-
lationship. How should we 
behave when we disagree 
so adamantly?  
Answer: Most issues in an 
election year fall into “gray 
areas” where there is a lot 
of give and take. You need 
to openly listen to your 
cousin’s views and to be re-
spectful of her positions. 

It’s alright to stand for 
what you see as right, but 
you should do it in a loving 
way. Be careful how you 
state your political positions 
and the tone of your voice in 
stating things. Sometimes, 
the healthiest way to deal 
with some differences is to 
agree to disagree.

In times of contrasting 
opinions, we all should fol-
low this Scriptural admoni-
tion: “Be completely hum-
ble and gentle; be patient, 
bearing with one another in 
love. Make every effort to 
keep the unity of the Spirit 
through the bond of peace” 
(Eph. 4:2, 3). 

Granted, you and your 
cousin are at opposite poles 
politically. That being said, 
you should make a concert-
ed effort to stay close to her. 
When someone disagrees 
with us, our natural tenden-
cy is to run away and dis-
tance from them. Remem-
ber after the election you 
are still relatives and your 
relationship is more import-
ant than winning a debate. 

 Send your questions to: 
bob@bobhardison.com

Don’t let rlection arguments divide relationships

AAsskk tthhee PPaassttoorr
By Bob Hardison

ASK
the

PASTOR
By Bob Hardison



yard sales

YARD SALE, Thursday, 
Oct. 22 and Fri., Oct. 23, 
8 a.m.-5 p.m., name brand 
clothes, jeans, coats, 
shoes, purses, men’s and 
women’s, all sizes, dish-
washer, 2 makeup vani-
ties, home decor, collector 
Barbies, and horses (new, 
still in boxes), too much to 
list. In Fredonia turn on Ky. 
902 beside Dollar Store, 
go about 6 ½ miles, turn 
on Henry Rd., go all the 
way to end, in white double 
wide. First one in 2 years. 
Rain or shine. (1t-17-p) 
BIG YARD SALE Thurs-
day, Oct. 22-Saturday, Oct. 
24 at 109 Maddux Ave., 
Salem. 7 a.m.-? Furniture, 
tools, fishing gear, holiday 
decorations, kids’ clothes 
and adult clothes and a lot 
more. (1t-17-p)
THURSDAY, OCT. 
22-SATURDAY, OCT. 24 
at 5925 Mott City Rd. next 
to Rite Temp, lots of stuff 
cheap. (1t-17-p)
animal

3 Beagle puppies, 8 weeks 
old, 2 female, 1 male. 
(270) 969-8370. (1t-17-p)
for sale

LIKE NEW KING SIZE 
craftomatic adjustable 
bed, can be made into twin 
beds, both sides have con-
trols, comes with sheets 
and bedspread optional, 
has headboard and two 
end tables, $400; also sell-
ing custom made L-shaped 
dining booth, solid wood 
table and 2 chairs, seats 
7-8 people, asking $350; 
two occasional tables with 
drawers, one light wood 
$15, one dark wood $15. 
(270) 965-6370. (2t-18-p)
Due to health reasons, 
need to sell hunting gear. 
Call (270) 965-9549. 
(4t-19-p)
real estate

2-3 BR house for sale on 
large lot, big living room, 
big laundry closet, 219 
Poplar St., Marion. Call 
(270) 836-3369. Leave 
message. (2-18-c) sg
for rent

3 BR, 2 bath mobile home, 
central heat and air, stove 
and refrigerator, $475/
month. Call (270) 704-
3234. (13-tfc)
employment

NOW HIRING: Goldy’s 
Meats is seeking workers 
for deer season with po-
tential for full time. Many 
positions available. No 
experience needed. Wage 
depending on experience 
and motivation. (270) 988-
3442. (4t-18-p)
NOW HIRING!!! Come join 
us in serving our wonder-
ful community with a wide 
array of services at Rocket 
Tire. We are looking for a 
drug free, responsible die-
cut operator. Pay is based 
on experience. Must have 
a valid driver’s license. 
Hours are Monday through 
Friday 7am to 5pm and 
Saturdays 7am to 12pm. 
Contact Kent Martin at 
(270) 704-2673.  (6t-18-p)
The Earle C. Clements 
Job Corps Academy is 
seeking employees.  We 
offer a competitive sala-
ry, benefits package, and 
advancement opportuni-
ties.  Full-time, part-time, 
and substitute positions 
available. MTC is an equal 
opportunity employer-Mi-
nority/Female/Disabled/
Veteran.  To view current 
openings and qualifica-
tions and to apply, please 
visit our website: www.
mtcjobs.com.  “Building 
Tomorrow’s Futures To-
day” (5t-18-p)
Reliable workers need-
ed! Full-time, 1st & 2nd 
shift positions available 
now!  Strong Solid Com-
pany with a Bright Future! 
Good starting wage $10 
& up based on skill & ex-
perience. Must pass back-
ground & drug screen.  
Apply at Liberty Tire Re-
cycling, 2071 US 60 West, 
Marion KY or email re-
sume to hmaloney@liber-
tytire.com. Call for more 
info 270-965-3613. Equal 
Opportunity Employer.  (6-
tfc)
services

VALLEY VIEW Windows, 
Custom Built Vinyl Win-
dows, we install for new 
construction and replace-
ments. Aquila A. Yoder, 
Jr., 294 Mt. Zion Church 
Rd., Marion, KY 42064. 
(52t-28-p)
CONCRETE WORK: 
Parking lots, garages, 
steel buildings, walls, side-
walks, driveways, room 
additions. Call for quote 
(270) 724-4672, Joe Mat-
tingly Concrete Construc-
tion. (24t-36-p)
notice

Advertise your job open-
ing, event, items for sale, 
auction etc. in this newspa-
per plus 83 other Kentucky 
newspapers including The 
Paducah Sun, Kentucky 
New Era (Hopkinsville), 
The Sturgis News, The 
(Princeton) Times Leader, 
The (Providence) Jour-
nal-Enterprise, The Union 
County Advocate, The 
Henderson Gleaner, The 
Livingston Ledger and The 
(Madisonville) Messenger 
and for only $250. Save 
time and money by making 
one call for all! For more 
information, contact the 
classified department at 
(270) 965-3191 or email us 
at advertising@the-press.
com.
legal notice

I, Melissa Guill, Clerk of 
Crittenden County District 
Court Marion, Ky. do certify 
that the following has filed 
notice of Final Settlement:
Ronald D. Riley of 3150 
S.R. 120, Marion, Ky. 
42064, executor of Idabell 
Riley, deceased, whose 
address was 315 South 
College Street, Marion, Ky. 
42064.
The foregoing settlement 
is to be heard at the reg-
ular session of Crittenden 
District Court on Novem-
ber 18, 2020. All persons 
having exceptions to said 
settlements are to file 
same at once.
Melissa Guill, Clerk

Crittenden District Court 
(1t-17-p)

statewides
ATTORNEY

Denied Social Securi-
ty Disability? Appeal! If 
you’re 50+, filed SSD and 
denied, our attorneys can 
help get you approved! No 
money out of pocket! Call 
1-855-980-5461
SERIOUSLY INJURED in 
an AUTO ACCIDENT? Let 
us fight for you! Our net-
work has recovered mil-
lions for clients! Call today 
for a FREE consultation! 
1-844-423-8835

AUCTION
Gun Auction, 10/24 at 10 
am. 955 Fields Drive, Suite 
105, Bowling Green. Colts, 
Bankers Special, Python, 
Cobras and etc. Brown-
ings, Winchester, Reming-
ton, L.C. Smith, Savage, 
Broomhandle, S&W. View 
online at Chelf Auctions. 
Over 600  Arrowtrans.

AUTOMOBILES
CASH FOR CARS! We 
buy all cars! Junk, high-
end, totaled – it doesn’t 
matter! Get free towing 
and same day cash! NEW-
ER MODELS too! Call 
1-833-258-7036
Donate your car, truck or 
van. Help veterans find 
jobs or start a business. 
Call Patriotic Hearts Foun-
dation. Fast, FREE pick-up. 
Max tax-deduction. Opera-
tors are standing by! Call 
1-866-495-0115

CABLE/UTILITIES
DIRECTV - Every live foot-
ball game, every Sunday - 
anywhere - on your favorite 
device. Restrictions apply. 
Call IVS - 1-866-292-5435
DIRECTV NOW. No Satel-
lite Needed. $40/month. 65  
Channels. Stream Break-
ing News, Live Events, 
Sports & On Demand Ti-
tles. No Annual Contract. 
No Commitment. CALL 
1-844-448-9318
DISH TV - $59.99/month 
for 190 channels. $100 Gift 
Card with Qualifying Ser-
vice! Free premium chan-
nels (Showtime, Starz, & 
more) for 3 months. Voice 
remote included. Restric-
tions apply, call for details.  
Call 1-855-303-4767
DISH Network. $59.99 for 
190 Channels! Blazing 
Fast Internet, $19.99/mo. 
(where available.) Switch & 
Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift 
Card. FREE Voice Remote. 
FREE HD DVR. FREE 
Streaming on ALL Devices. 
Call today! 1-855-633-4574

CELLULAR
Two great new offers from 
AT&T Wireless! Ask how to 
get the new iPhone 11 or 
Next Generation Samsung 
Galaxy S10e ON US with 
AT&T’s Buy one, Give One 
offer. While supplies last! 
CALL 1-866-478-8859

FINANCIAL SERVICES

Attention all homeowners 
in jeopardy of Foreclosure? 
We can help stop your 
home from foreclosures. 
The Foreclosure Defense 
helpline can help save your 
home. The Call is absolute-
ly free. 1-855-685-9465
The COVID crisis has cost 
us all something. Many 
have lost jobs and finan-
cial security. Have $10K In 
Debt? Credit Cards. Med-
ical Bills. Car Loans. Call 
NATIONAL DEBT RELIEF! 
We can help! Get a FREE 
debt relief quote: Call 
1-877-934-0632
Wesley Financial Group, 
LLC Timeshare Can-
cellation Experts Over 
$50,000,000 in timeshare 
debt and fees cancelled in 
2019. Get free information-
al package and learn how 
to get rid of your timeshare! 
Free consultations. Over 
450 positive reviews. Call 
855-977-4979

GROCERY
ENJOY 100% guaranteed, 
delivered to-the-door Oma-
ha Steaks!  Get 4 FREE 
Burgers and 4 FREE 
Chicken Breasts. Order 
the Omaha Steaks Clas-
sic @ ONLY $129.99. Call 
1-855-995-4780 mention 
code 64185HG3 or visit 
www.omahasteaks.com/
meals675

HEALTH SERVICE
LIVE PAIN FREE with 
CBD products from Ace 
Wellness. We guarantee 
highest quality, most com-
petitive pricing on CBD 
products. Softgels, Oils, 
Skincare, Vape & more. 
Coupon Code: PRINT20 
Call Now 855-780-8704
HELP WANTED – TRUCK 

DRIVERS
NEW STARTING BASE 
PAY - .50 cpm w/ option to 
make .60 cpm for Class A 
CDL Flatbed Drivers, Excel-
lent Benefits, Home Week-
ends, Call 800-648-9915 or 
www.boydandsons.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 15% off Entire Pur-
chase. 10% Senior & Mili-
tary Discounts. Call 1-866-
329-2415
Thinking about installing 
a new shower? American 
Standard makes it easy. 
FREE design consultation. 
Enjoy your shower again! 
Call 1-833-443-0437 today 
to see how you can save 
$1,000 on installation, or 
visit www.newshowerdeal.
com/kypress
BATHROOM RENOVA-
TIONS. EASY, ONE DAY 
updates! We specialize in 
safe bathing. Grab bars, no 
slip flooring & seated show-

ers. Call for a free-in-home 
consultation: 1-844-519-
3621
Stay in your home longer 
with an American Standard 
Walk-In Bathtub. Receive 
up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime 
warranty on the tub and in-
stallation! Call us at 1-877-
530-1935 or visit www.
walkintubquote.com/KY

HOME SERVICES
GENERAC Standby Gen-
erators. The weather is in-
creasingly unpredictable. 
Be prepared for power out-
ages. FREE 7-year extend-
ed warranty ($695 value!) 
Schedule your FREE in-
home assessment today. 
Call 1-844-688-8576  Spe-
cial financing for qualified 
customers.
INSURANCE SERVICES

DENTAL INSURANCE 
from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Cov-
erage for 350 plus proce-
dures. Real dental insur-
ance - NOT just a discount 
plan. Do not wait! Call now! 
Get your FREE Dental In-
formation Kit with all the 
details! 1-855-900-7392 
www.dental50plus.com/26 
#6258
Up to $15,000.00 of GUAR-
ANTEED Life Insurance! 
No medical exam or health 
questions. Cash to help 
pay funeral and other final 
expenses. Call Physicians 
Life Insurance Company- 
844-950-2448 or visit www.
Life55plus.info/kypress

INTERNET/PHONE
SERVICES

Earthlink High Speed In-
ternet. As Low As $14.95/
month (for the first 3 
months.) Reliable High 
Speed Fiber Optic Technol-
ogy. Stream Videos, Music 
and More! Call Earthlink 
Today 1-866-930-8254

MEDICAL
HEARING AIDS!! Buy one/
get one FREE!! High-quali-
ty rechargeable Nano hear-
ing aids priced 90% less 
than competitors. Nearly 
invisible! 45-day money 
back guarantee! 1-855-
491-9600
Stay in your home longer 
with an American Standard 
Walk-In Bathtub. Receive 
up to $1,500 off, including 

a free toilet, and a lifetime 
warranty on the tub and in-
stallation! Call us at 1-877-
530-1935 or visit www.
walkintubquote.com/KY
Portable Oxygen Concen-
trator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim inde-
pendence and mobility with 
the compact design and 
long-lasting battery of Ino-
gen One. Free information 
kit! Call 844-254-2147

MISCELLANEOUS
Freon Wanted. We pay 
$$ for cylinders and cans. 
R12 R500 R11 R113 R114. 
Convenient. Certified Pro-
fessionals. Call (312) 291- 
9169 or visit Refrigerant-
Finders.com
ATTENTION HOME-
OWNERS!! YOU CAN 
PROTECT YOUR APPLI-
ANCES AND SYSTEMS. 
For just a little more than 
a $1.00/day. Call now for 
First month free, $75.00/off 
1st year. 1-855-536-7294

MOVING COMPANIES
Cross Country Moving, 
Long distance Moving 
Company, out of state 
move $799 Long Distance 
Movers. Get Free quote on 
your Long distance move. 
Call 1-866-277-4555.

PROFESSIONAL
ORGANIZATIONS

Become a Published Au-
thor. We want to Read 
Your Book! Dorrance 
Publishing-Trusted by Au-
thors Since 1920 Book 
manuscript submissions 
currently being reviewed. 
Comprehensive Services: 
Consultation, Production, 
Promotion and Distribution 
Call for Your Free Author`s 
Guide 1-855-209-2951 or 
visit http://dorranceinfo.
com/Kentucky

TAX SERVICES
$10K or more in tax debt? 
Get Your Tax Problems Re-
solved ASAP! Stop Penal-
ties, Interest and Tax Liens. 
Call Anthem Tax Services 
today for a FREE Consul-
tation 1-844-220-8447
Need IRS Relief $10K – 
125K+ Get Fresh Start or 
Forgiveness. Call 1-855-
897-7657 Monday through 
Friday 7AM-5PM PST
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The
Crittenden 

Press
125 E. Bellville St.,

P.O. Box 191
Marion, KY 42064

(270) 965-3191
information@the-press.

com

Open weekdays
9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Advertising deadline
is 5 p.m., Monday

Prepaid ads of 20 words or 
less are $6 for one week, with 
a 10-cent charge for each 
word over the initial 20. Run 
the same ad for consecutive 
issues for only $4 each week. 
Now, all regular classified ads 
are placed on our Web site, 
www.the-press.com, at no 
extra charge.
You can also reach more than 
one million readers with one 
call! Contact the classified 
department for more 
information about placing 
a 25-word classified in 70 
newspapers for only $250.
It is the policy of The 
Crittenden Press Inc., to fully 
comply with the Fair Housing 
Act and to never knowingly 
publish advertisements that 
discriminate on the basis of 
race, color, religion, national 
origin, sex, disability or 
family status. If you believe 
an advertisement published 
in this newspaper is 
discriminatory, please contact 
the publisher immediately at 
(270) 965-3191.
All phone numbers listed for 
ads on this page are within 
the 270 area code unless 
otherwise noted.
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Part II – Crystals from Mexico

Rep. Lynn Bechler
House Notes
Rep. Lynn
BECHLER
R-Marion
House District 4 
Crittenden • Livingston
Caldwell • Christian (part)

Contact
702 Capitol Ave.
Annex Room 424C
Frankfort, KY 40601
(502) 564-8100, ext. 665
lynn.bechler@lrc.ky.gov

Committees
Ag & Small Business, 

vice-chair
Economic Development
Labor & Industry

Service
House: 2013-present 

Sen. Dorsey Ridley
Senate Notes
D-Henderson
Senate District 4 
Crittenden • Caldwell
Henderson • Webster
Livingston • Union

Contact
702 Capitol Ave.
Annex Room 255
Frankfort, KY 40601
(502) 564-8100, ext. 655
dorsey.ridley@lrc.ky.gov

Committees
Agriculture
Transportation
Banking & Insurance
State & Local Gov’t

Service
House: 1987-94
Senate: 2004-present 
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(Sen. Dorsey Ridley, a Henderson Democrat, has
served in the Kentucky Senate since 2004 representing
District 4, which is comprised of Crittenden, Livingston,
Caldwell, Webster, Union and Henderson counties.)

(Rep. Lynn Bechler, a Marion Republican, has served
in the Kentucky House of Representatives since 2013
representing House District 4, which is comprised of Crit-
tenden, Livingston, Caldwell and a portion of Christian
County.)

(Kentucky Supreme Court Justice Bill Cunningham is
a former judge and practicing attorney in western Ken-
tucky. He is a resident of Lyon County and author of sev-
eral books. His column appears in this newspaper
periodically.)

(Allison Evans is the advertising manager and an edi-
torial contributor at The Crittenden Press. The newspaper
has been in her family for more than a half-century. She
can be reached at (270) 965-3191 or by e-mail at alli-
son@the-press.com.)

(Brenda Underdown is Crittenden County’s historian
and serves on the board of the historical and genealogi-
cal societies in the county. She is also active in maintain-
ing Crittenden County Historical Museum.)

(Perry Newcom was elected judge-executive of Critten-
den County in 2010. His column appears periodically in
this newspaper. He can be reached at (270) 965-5251.)

(Daryl K. Tabor is editor of The Crittenden Press. His
column appears in this newspaper periodically. He can be
reached at (270) 965-3191 or thepress@the-press.com.)

(Chris Evans is the publisher and editor of The Critten-
den Press. He is also author of the book, “South of the
Mouth of Sandy,” which is available from online book-
stores. His column appears periodically. He can be
reached at (270) 965-3191.)

(Don Gatewood is a resident of rural Crittenden
County. He is a retired U.S. Navy commander and former
police officer. His opinions are his own and are not neces-
sarily those of the newspaper.)

(Rev. Lucy Tedrick, pastor at Marion Church of God,
shares her views periodically in this newspaper. She
can be reached at (270) 965-3269. Her opinions are her
own and are not necessarily those of this newspaper.)

(Mark Girten, pastor at Crooked Creek Baptist
Church, shares his views periodically in this newspaper.
He can be reached at (270) 601-0965. His opinions are
his own and are not necessarily those of this newspa-
per.)

(Linda Defew is from Livingston County and periodi-
cally writes a column for this newspaper. Her stories
have been published in numerous magazines and books,
and recently, she had her first book published, "Murder
in Little Heaven." She can be contacted at
oldwest@tds.net.)

(Regina Merrick if director of Crittenden County Public
Library on West Carlisle Street in Marion. The library can
be reached at (270) 965-3354.)

Allison
EVANS
Staff writer

Write
Now

Regina
MERRICK
CCPL director

@ Your
Library

Brenda
Underdown
County Historian

Forgotten
Passages

In Part II of Crystals 
from Mexico we will go on 
a tour of the underground 
shafts.

To one who 
has been un-
derground in 
both coal and 
iron ore mines, 
a fluorspar mine 
so different from 
either, has a 
special allure. 
So the writer 
answered with 
an eager “Yes,” 
when Superin-
tendent K. J. 
Johnston asked, 
“How would you 
like to do down 
under?”

It was first 
necessary to put on over-
alls, high boots, a hard 
hat and an electric stor-
age battery lamp.  Inci-
dentally U. W. Coal and 
Coke Company was the 
first fluorspar producer to 
introduce hard hats and 
battery cap lamps.

All ready for the descent 
and accompanied by As-
sistant Superintendent J. 
R. Drennan, Mr. Johnston 
and the writer entered 
the cage of the elevator or 
hoist, as it known, at the 
mine.

Down the shaft we went, 
and as we descended, the 
increasing air pressure 
was noticeable in our 
ears.  When we reached 
the bottom we had gone 
down 550 feet, or as deep 
as the Washington Monu-
ment is high.

We were on the lowest 
of three operating levels 
in the Tabb No. 1 mine. 
There are two other oper-
ating levels, one at 400 feet 
below the surface and the 
other at 250 feet below.

The first thing we saw 
as we stepped out of the 
hoist cage was the arrival 
of a train of loaded mine 
cars, drawn by an electric 
locomotive.  Each of the 
cars was emptied through 
a heavy steel grating into 
a hopper, from which the 
ore passed by gravity into 
a large jaw crusher.

The crusher consists of 
two jaws of hard, tough 
manganese steel, and 
one of the jaws, driven by 
electric motor, vibrates 
back and forth, break-
ing any lumps of ore too 
large to pass through the 
maximum opening be-
tween the jaws. From the 
crusher, the ore passes 
by gravity down a chute 
to gates, from which it is 
loaded into a self-dump-
ing skip bucket and hoist-
ed up the shaft. This skip 
bucket is attached to the 
cable above the cage in 
which we descended into 
the mine.

Near the shaft we saw 
a large pump room, a du-
plicate of similar pump 
rooms on the other two 
working levels. Pumping is 
important, since the mine 
is very wet. At present, 
from 200 to 300 gallons 
of water per minute are 
pumped out of the mine.  

The mine workings ex-
tend about one-half mile 
on each side of the shaft. 
There is no gas in the 
mines, but a ventilating 
system supplies the min-
ers with a continuous 
supply of fresh air.

We walked down the 
main tunnel or drift, as the 
miners call it, to the very 
end of the mine, where 
blast holes were being 
drilled by pneumatic drills 
preparatory to extending 
the drift. This section of 
the mine was beyond the 
ventilating circuit; so air 
was carried in a large tube 
along the side of the drift 
to the working face.

The surface of the rock 
in the drift was wet and 
this film of water made it 
easier to distinguish the 
characteristic translu-
cence and transparence of 
the fluorspar. At one loca-
tion in the drift the bound-
ary lines of the vein were 
very sharply defined and 

so we had a picture taken 
there, with Dixie Martin, 
the mine foreman, point-

ing to one of the 
fault lines.

At this point 
the distance 
between the 
two lines was 
about 5-feet, 10 
inches.  Ages 
ago this space 
was open to the 
surface and the 
space in which 
we were stand-
ing was filled 
with hot gases 
and liquids boil-
ing up for the 
earth’s innards 
far below. Now 
the fault was 

filled with solid ore, so sol-
id that no timbering is re-
quired in the mine except 
in the main working levels 
and in vertical manways 
carrying ladders to upper 
levels.

Loading of the ore 
mined in extending the 
drift is done by a com-
pressed air shovel. This 
device is almost human, 
digging into the ore and 
throwing it in a sweep-
ing arc over its shoulder 
into the mine cars. Most 
of the ore, however, is 
drawn into the cars from 
overhead chutes, extend-
ing from the main mine 
workings called the stope 
lying above the track.

When it came time to 
leave it was decided to 
ascend rather than de-
scend, since the 400-foot 
level was closer than the 
550-foot level from which 
we had started. So when 
we reached the next lev-
el, we had climbed a to-
tal of 150 feet, which, of 
course, is nothing for a 
miner but quite notice-
able to a tenderfoot like 
the writer.

We emerged in a por-
tion of the drift, which is 
now inactive, and as we 
walked along the track we 
encountered long strings 
of fungus growth hanging 
from the timbering. This 
growth is phosphores-
cent.  When we turned 
off our head lamps and 
pitch darkness descend-
ed upon us, we could see 
the glow of the pendant 
strings.

Reaching the shaft 
station, we bade good-
bye to Foreman Martin 
and entered the cage of 
the hoist, which quickly 
raised us to the surface.

The brightness of 
the broad daylight was 
blinding for a moment, 
and it took a moment for 
our ears to become ad-
justed to the difference in 
air pressure.

Other facilities of the 
plant include office quar-
ters, a change house 
for the miners, a well 
equipped maintenance 
shop, a motor drive for 
the hoist, two air com-
pressors, and a trans-
former station at which 
electric current pur-
chased at 33,000 volts is 
stepped down to the volt-

ages required at this and 
the other two mines.

Fluorspar from all three 
mines is shipped from the 
Tabb No. 1 plant, where 
a loading rack and scale 
for railroad cars and a 
loading station and scale 
for trucks have been pro-
vided. Railroad cars are 
shipped over the Illinois 
Central Railroad, while 
trucks carry their loads 
seven miles to Dycusburg 
on the Cumberland River 
where they are emptied 
into barges.

Fluorspar production in 
1948 averages about 200 
net tons a month, but at 
times reached 3000 tons 
or more.  From the time 
operations were started 
in 1923 until the end of 
1947, shipments of flu-
orspar have totaled more 
than 428,000 tons.  

The fluorspar division 
has 240 employees, of 
which about one-half go 
underground. Most of 
them are native Kentuck-
ians whose pioneer an-
cestors trekked westward 
over the mountains from 
Virginia and the Caroli-
nas.

The distinction of mak-

ing the first shipment of 
fluorspar out of Kentucky 
belongs to the Yandell 
mine, now operated by 
the Fluorspar Division of 
U. S. Coal and Coke Com-
pany. The story goes that 
the fluorspar was packed 
in oak kegs fashioned at 
the mine and these were 
hauled by wagon to Dy-
cusburg and loaded on 
a packet steamer. The 
date of the shipment was 
some time in the 1870s 
and the destination was 
Pittsburgh, Pa.

–––
Superintendent John-

ston, after prior expe-
rience with the Oliver 
Company, joined the op-
erating group at the flu-
orspar mines in January 
1929.  In October 1933 
he was appointed super-
intendent, the position he 
still holds.If someone in a 
spirit of fun should ever 
call him a crystal gazer, 
he could not deny it.  For 
he is an authority on the 
“crystals from Mexico” 
which are so essential to 
the manufacture of steel 
in U.S. Steel’s open-heath 
and electric furnaces.

An interesting and most 

vital part of our history of 
the past that was happen-
ing 72 years ago.

(Brenda Underdown is 
chair of Crittenden Coun-
ty Historical Society and 

a member of Crittenden 
County Genealogical Soci-
ety. Much more local histo-
ry can be found at OurFor-
gottenPassages.blogspot.
com).

Dixie Martin, mine foreman, points to one of the under-
ground fault lines.  The other fault line follows the light 
band visible above on the right.

James Farmer and Larnie Kinnes are shown drilling 
into the fluorspar ore at the 550 foot level of the Tabb 
No. 1 mine.
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FALL SPORTS
Upcoming events
THURSDAY
MS girls hoops hosts Trigg Co.
FRIDAY
Rocket football at Russellville
SATURDAY
Jr Pro football hosts Trigg County
Cross Country Regional at Murray
MONDAY
MS boys hoops at Dawson Springs
TUESDAY
MS girls hoops host Livingston

RUNNING
5K is Nov. 7 at park
The Thankful 5K will be held Nov.

7 at Marion City-County Park. Pre-
register by contacting organizer
Chad Bell by this Saturday to en-
sure a t-shirt. Entry is $20 for the 8
a.m. race.

RECREATION
Disc golf tournament
Marion-Crittenden County Park
will host a large disc golf tourna-
ment on Saturday, Oct. 31. The
Lion's Club Turkey Shootout al-
ready has about 80 registrations
with players from Indiana, Illinois,
Tennessee, Missouri, Ohio and Cal-
ifornia.

GOLF/BASEBALL
Golf Tourney Saturday
There will be a 4-Person Rockets

Baseball Benefit Golf Tournament
on Saturday, Oct. 24 at Deer Lakes
Golf Course in Salem. Contact the
pro shop at  (270) 988-4653 or call
Devin Belt at 270-704-3034.

OUTDOORS
Hunting Seasons
Here are some of the key hunting

opportunities currently in season or
coming up soon: 
Bull Frog                   May 15 - Oct. 31
Squirrel                    Aug. 15 - Nov. 13
Dove                         Sept. 1 - Oct. 26
Deer Archery             Sept. 5 - Jan. 18
Turkey Archery         Sept. 5 - Jan. 18
Turkey Crossbow                  Oct 1-18
Turkey Shotgun                  Oct. 24-30
Deer Crossbow       Sept. 19 - Jan. 18
Youth Waterfowl                     Nov. 7-8
Quail, Rabbit            Nov. 16 - Feb. 10
Deer Modern Gun    Nov. 14 - Nov. 29
Turkey Crossbow    Nov. 14 - Dec. 31
Squirrel                    Nov. 16 - Feb. 28
Bobcat Trapping      Nov. 16 - Feb. 28
Fox Hunting             Nov. 16 - Feb. 28
Fox Trapping           Nov. 16 - Feb. 28 
Duck                                  Nov. 26-28
Canada Goose        Nov. 26 - Feb. 15
Dove                          Nov. 26 - Dec. 6
Bobcat Hunting        Nov. 28 - Feb. 28
Turkey Shotgun                   Dec. 5-11
Duck                          Dec. 7 - Jan. 31
Muzzleloader                     Dec. 12-17
Dove                        Dec. 19 - Jan. 10
Youth Waterfowl                     Feb. 6-7
Coyote                             Year Round
Groundhog                       Year Round
Turtles                              Year Round

Muzzleloaders take 79
Crittenden County muzzleloading
deer hunters bagged 79 animals
last weekend while those in nearby
Livingston County took 49. A week
earlier, Crittenden youth hunters
harvested 58 deer. Other than
archery, deer hunters will take a
break until the Nov. 14 modern
firearms season. Coming up on
Saturday is the start of a 7-day
shotgun turkey season. KDFWR re-
ported that a man muzzleloader
hunting in Christian County was
shot and killed by another black-
powder hunter. Neither the shooter
nor the victim was wearing hunter
orange. More on this accident can
be found at The Press Online.

LOCAL SPORTS

Crittenden can get
4th straight title at
Russellville Friday
STAFF REPORT
The Rockets have never won

four straight district champi-
onships, but they are one win
away from scoring the quad
on crowns.
In fact, Crittenden County

had never won three in a row
until its current streak that
began in 2017. Huge wins the
past two weeks against dis-
trict foes Caverna and Fulton
County have set the stage for
what’s typically been the reg-
ular-season district champi-
onship game as the Rockets
travel to Russellville (3-2)
which opened district play
with a 48-0 win over Caverna
last week.
Crittenden is ranked No. 8

in the latest KHSAA RPI fig-
ures while Russellville is
10th.
The Rockets are 5-1 overall

after beating the Pilots 47-6 in
a rare Saturday game at Mar-
ion. When a team packages
47 points in the first half, one
might deduct simply from the
scoreline that its offense is
riding high in the saddle.
And indeed, the Rockets are

clicking offensively. Junior
quarterback Luke Crider com-

pleted 10-of-13 passes with
six different players making
catches. And, senior Xander
Tabor posted another 100-
plus game on the ground with
three touchdowns as Critten-
den scored on eight of its nine
first-half possessions.
But the devil is in the de-

tails. And the horns belong to
the Rocket defense.
Crittenden continues to

pummel the opposition’s run-
ning game. No one through
six games has shown the abil-
ity to run the football – con-
sistently at least – against the
Rockets. Fulton’s ground
game was no match for the
CCHS defensive unit which
gave its offense a short field
the entire first half as the
Rockets dialed up a running
clock for the third straight
week.
Crittenden’s defense inter-

cepted three passes and re-
covered three Pilot fumbles to
put its offense in vacation
mode, so to speak. Crittenden
certainly took care of busi-
ness when it had the ball, but
its field position in the first
half was courtesy of multiple
take-aways and poor Fulton
punting. Crittenden started
five series inside the Pilots’
40-yard line. 
Ben Dobyns, Logan Bailey

and Preston Morgeson each
had interceptions. Morgeson,

Dobyns and Lathen Easley re-
covered Fulton fumbles.
“The guys came out tonight

and started the game with an
attitude,” Rocket coach Sean
Thompson said. “We started
our big package and went
right at them.”
The coach characterized

Fulton County as a physical
team. Getting the upper hand
early was key, he explained.
Mission accomplished. 
The Rockets led by 47 at the

half and the reservers took
care of the last two periods.

SCORE BY QUARTERS
Fulton County         0         0       0      6
Crittenden Co.       26      21      0      0
SCORING PLAYS
CC-Kaleb Nesbitt 14 pass from Luke
Crider (run failed) 7:28, 1st
CC-Preston Turley 18 run (run failed) 5:38,1st
CC-Xander Tabor 8 run (pass failed) 3:26, 1st
CC-Preston Morgeson 6 pass from Crider
(Braxton Winders run) 1:32, 1st
CC-Morgeson 21 pass from Crider (Noah
Perkins kick) 9:52, 2nd
CC-Tabor 3 run (Perkins kick) 7:01, 2nd
CC-Tabor 10 run (Perkins kick) :32, 2nd
FC-Deivyn Tuner 24 interception return
(run failed) 9:09, 4th
TEAM TOTALS
First Downs: CCHS 10, FCHS 5
Penalties: CCHS 10-105, FCHS 2-10
Rushing: CCHS 27-161, FCHS 18-(-1)
Passing: CCHS 11-16-1, 95 yds., FCHS
7-15-3, 59 yds
Total Yards: CCHS 256, FCHS 58
Fumbles/Lost: CCHS 2-0, FCHS 3-3
INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS

Rushing
Crittenden: Tabor 18-119, Keifer Marshall
2-0, Turley 1-18, Caden McCalister 1-14,
Braxton Winders 1-3, Gattin Travis 3-1,
Crider 1-8. Fulton: Jordan Pirtle 11-(-3),
Chrisshawn Gordan 3-7, Jequan Warren
1-4, Bentelee Johnson 1-(-12), Max Gibbs
2-3. 
Passing
Crittenden: Crider 10-13-0, 104 yds.,
Micah Newcom 1-2-1, (-9) yds., McCalis-
ter 0-1-0. Fulton: Johnson 2-5-1, 26 yds.,
Gibbs 5-9-2, 33 yds., Dylan Hammon 0-
1-0. 
Receiving
Crittenden: McCalister 1-14, Turley 2-20,
Nesbitt 3-9, Morgeson 3-29, Brysen
Baker 1-14, Tabor 1-9.
Defense
Noah McGowan 3 solos, 2 TFL; Noah
Perkins solo, assist, TFL; Ben Dobyns
solo, 2 assists, interception, TFL; Braxton
Winders 4 assists; Tyler Boone 4 solos, 2
assists, 2 TFL: Caden McCalister 2 solos;
Lathen Easley solo, 3 assists, fumble re-
covery; Coleman Stone assist; Luke
Mundy 4 assists; Dalton Wood 4 solos,
assist; Trace Derrington assist, solo;
Dylan Yates 4 solos, assist, caused fum-
ble, sack, 2 TFL; Logan Bailey solo, fum-
ble recovery, interception; Maddox
Carlson assist; Sam Impastato 2 solos, 2
assists, caused fumble, sack, TFL; Dea-
con Holliman solo, TFL; Rowen Perkins 2
solos; Briley Berry 3 solos, 2 assists, TFL;
Preston Morgeson 2 solos, interception,
fumble recovery, TFL; Seth Guess solo;
Tyler Belt solo, assist.
Players of the Game Offense Luke
Crider, Defense Dylan Yates, Lineman
Noah McGowan.
Records: Crittenden 5-1 (2-0), Fulton 0-
3 (0-1).

District showdown set up by 47-6 win

All
Purpose
Crittenden
County senior
Braxton Winders
(3) is the team’s
all-purpose
player. He plays
linebacker, punts
and often times
lines up at quar-
terback in critical
run downs like
this one on Sat-
urday against
Fulton County.

TOP 10
Class A Football

Associated Press
1. Paintsville 5-0
2. Pikeville 5-1
3. Newport Cent. Cath 5-0 
4. Lou. Holy Cross 5-0
5. KY Country Day 4-1
6. Crittenden Co. 5-1
7. Sayre 6-0
8. Bethlehem 5-1
9. Dayton 5-1
10. Raceland 3-3

CCMS Football Closes Out Season
The middle school Rocket football team finished up its season on Tuesday night. The squad was
looking for its second win of the season at home against James Madison Middle School. Crit-
tenden County Middle School’s football team includes (front from left) Bobby Hazel, Trae Taylor,
Jantzen Shuecraft, Bryan Chaney, Trent Parish, Breylen Clifford, Lukus Herron, Colton McLean,
(second row) Tyree McLean, Kaiden Travis, Dakota Sosh, Quinn Summers, Levi Suddoth, Seth
Lynn, Blake French, Cam’Ron Belcher, (third row) Caden Howard, Ethan Rhodes, Phoenix Mayes,
Braydin Brandsasse, Brayden Poindexter, Keegan Pierson, Chaun Tramel, Chase Conyer, (fourth
row) Dawson Jones, Landon Curry, Jantzen Fowler, Carson Yates, Logan King, Jacob Carder,
Michael Counts, Seth Henry, Billy Hazel and coaches Maeson Myers, Jacob Courtney and Dylan
Thornton. Not pictured, coach Blake Gardner.

Lady Rockets claim
three-peat in Fifth
STAFF REPORT
Crittenden County beat Liv-

ingston Central Tuesday night
at Smithland to claim the Fifth
District Volleyball Tournament
championship.
It was the Lady Rockets’ third

straight league tournament
title and earned them a berth
in the Second Region Tourna-
ment at Christian County.
CCHS won its last regular-

season game of the season on
Oct. 15, beateing Murray in
four sets (25-23, 25-11, 24-26,
25-22). Murray won in four
sets for the Lady Rockets’ first
loss of the season back in Sep-
tember.
Cameron Howard had 21

digs and four aces in the win.
Jada Hayes and Southern Pate
had 12 and 11 digs, respec-
tively. Riley Smith had four
aces and 30 assists and Katie
Perryman had three blocks.
Crittenden’s girls finished the

regular season 10-10 and
ranked sixth in the 13-team
Second Region.Taylor

Guess, Allie
Geary and
Jaelyn Dun-
can were
selected to
the All Fifth
District Soc-
cer Team as
part of last
week’s dis-
trict tourna-
ment in
Marion.



The more Miami won in the
NBA playoffs, the more fans
and friends reached out to
Travis Riesop to tell him how
surprised they were at how
well Tyler Herro was playing.
“Me, I was thinking, ‘He’s al-

ways been that way. Why did
you just figure that out?” said
Riesop, Herro’s coach at Whit-
nall High School in Greenfield,
Wis.
Herro scored over 2,000

points and averaged 32.9
points per
game his senior
season before
heading to Ken-
tucky where he
averaged 14
points, 4.5 re-
bounds and 2.5
assists per
game in his
only season. He
was the 13th
pick in the 2019 NBA Draft
and emerged as a national star
during the NBA bubble.
“I got asked a lot if I was sur-

prised at what he did,” Riesop
said. “I have always felt like as
Tyler gets more acclimated and
gets more comfortable and has
a defined role he just gets bet-
ter. The stuff I read about the
chemistry the Heat had was
something he thrives off of. He
did in high school and he did
at Kentucky. 
“He could not have gone to a

better organization for him.
They just had a lot of gritty
guys with chips on their shoul-
ders wanting to prove they
were damn good basketball
players. For him it was just the
perfect scenario and he played
huge minutes and became a
problem to guard for a lot of
guys.”
Herro scored in double fig-

ures in 20 straight playoff
games. He became the
youngest player ever to start a
NBA Finals game. He set a
record for 3-pointers by a
rookie in the playoffs and be-
came just the sixth rookie to
score over 300 playoff points.
He became the first player 20
or younger to score 37 points
in a conference final. In the 21
playoff games he averaged 16.5
points, 4.0 rebounds and 3.0
assists per game.
“He has that sneaky athleti-

cism. He is like a predator in
the weeds just sitting and wait-
ing for his opportunity. If he
sees success, then his confi-
dence really goes through the
roof,” Riesop said. “If you
watch and he makes one or
two shots, he gets on a roll and
you can just see that energy.
You could see it at Kentucky.”
Riesop said Herro’s rise has

been like a fairy tale. Two years
ago he was playing in high
school, played a year at UK,
got drafted and then was in the

NBA bubble where he helped
the Heat reach the champi-
onship series.  
“It was a pretty surreal expe-

rience,” Riesop said. “People
talk to me about having a Divi-
sion I player on my team. My
dad coached and knows a lot of
guys that had maybe one D-1
player in their whole careers. I
had one in my first year of
coaching and now he’s a NBA
player. How awesome is that?
But Tyler is also a great role
model for kids in our commu-
nity.”
Herro was not exactly a folk

hero when he reneged on his
verbal commitment to Wiscon-
sin and then left the state to
play at Kentucky. He was
booed during his senior season
regularly by opposing fans.
“The community of Whitnall

always had his back. Our
school and community were
really excited for him,” Riesop
said. “It (fan hatred) is just
water under the bridge. It’s
hard to say you dislike him.
Not a lot of guys from our
home state do what he has.
He’s never been in trouble. He
just played basketball and is
damn good at it.
“I think true basketball fans

are now admiring how good a
player he is with the way he
performed during his rookie
year and then elevated his play
at the end.”

--------------------------------
What kind of role will 6-10,

205-pound freshman Isaiah
Jackson have on John Cali-
pari’s team this season.
“Taller people take longer to

find themselves and find a
voice on the court,” Kentucky
assistant coach Joel Justus
said. “He is working on his
body to get healthy and
stronger. When young guys feel
they are getting better and
more comfortable,  they can
get better.”
Justus is hoping Kentucky

will have Olivier Sarr, Jackson
and freshman Lance Ware all
to play the power forward/cen-
ter positions. 
“We have got a long wiry,

group of dudes on this team.
They all need to be stronger
versus bigger,” Justus said.
“We are never going to look like
Michigan State in November
and December. Cal wants our
guys strong and (strength
coach) Rob Harris does a great
job getting that done.”
Can Jackson be a rim pro-

tector Calipari values having
so much?
“With his length and leaping

ability, any time he can protect
the rim and get blocks he can
really start our offense,” Jus-
tus said. “Get deflections or
force shots and get long re-
bounds will be our best offense
in transition. He runs the

court so well, too. Rim protec-
tion, rebounding and running
the court are the things he
does best right now and he’s
working to get everything else
better, too.”
Sophomore teammate Don-

taie Allen has already seen
enough from Jackson to make
a bold prediction.
“He is nice. He is going to be

one to watch this season. Write
it down,” Allen said.
---------------------------------
He made history but Ken-

tucky quarterback Terry Wil-
son remained as humble as
ever after UK’s 34-7 win at
Tennessee Saturday.
The win enabled Wilson to

join Derrick Ramsey as the
only UK quarterbacks to win at
both Florida and Tennessee.
Ramsey played at UK from
1975-77.
“It is special,” Wilson said

about joining Ramsey’s legacy.
“I know it means a lot to this
state and to the University of
Kentucky. I am fortunate and
glad to be in this position and
have a chance to go battle.”
I thought former UK great

Babe Parilli might also have
wins at both places. He played
at UK from 1949-51 before
going on to star in the NFL. He
went 3-0 against Florida but
was 0-3 against Tennessee, in-
cluding a 7-0 loss in Knoxville.
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Herro re-warms in home state; Wilson joins Ramsey with win

Larry
Vaught
UK Sports Columnist

Vaught’s
Views
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Cotton
Patchin’
Work

Work is under-
way in rural
Crittenden
County where
state contrac-
tors are replac-
ing Cotton
Patch Bridge
at its intersec-
tion with Ky.
654. Cotton
Patch Road
has been
closed to
through traffic
on the end
near Ky. 654
since June of
2019.

Around the Area
In Livingston County
2nd District Board of Education
Dennis Fleet
Tammy Denise Sayle

3rd District Board of Education
David Kitchens
Steve Pace

4th District Board of Education
Alison Hall
Tony L. Sanders

City of Salem Mayor
Gary Damron 
(unopposed)

Salem City Commission 
Four seats available
Craig Dossett
Brandon Deboe
Janet Hughes
Darryl Chittenden

Carrsville City Commission
Four seats available
No candidates filed

Smithland City Commission
Four seats available
No candidates filed

In Caldwell County
Fredonia City Council
Six seats available
Presley Lamm
Karen Phelps
Tonya D. McGowan

1st District Board of Education
Stephanie Kay Feagan 
Bill Clift

SENATOR
Continued from page 1
ployee despite a 70 per-
cent reduction in
services due to the tem-
porary discontinuation of
outpatient services in an
attempt to stop the
spread of COVID-19.
Small rural hospitals
like Marion’s operate at a
40 percent loss every
month without a pan-
demic, Gleason said.
There are about 1,900
rural community hospi-
tals nationwide.
The hospital received
$4 million from the Di-
rect Hospital Relief
Fund, $1.4 million from
the Payroll Protection
Program (PPP) and $2.1
million from the
Medicare Accelerated
Payment Program.
McConnell said these
financial packages “lifted
the economy and gave us
a chance to survive until
we began to open up
again.”
With no near-future
letup in the coronavirus
anticipated, McConnell
is trying to drum up con-
gressional support for a
new $3 trillion COVID re-
lief package. 
“We can’t shut the
economy down again,”
he said. “We have to try
to work smartly and
safely through this pe-
riod until we get a vac-
cine,” McConnell said. 

Included in the pro-
posed relief package will
be liability protection for
hospitals, doctors and
nurses to help protect
them from litigation as-
soicated with COVID-19
care.
The senate majority
leader said the country
needs further aid, even if
it comes following the
Nov. 3 election.



As the pandemic digs in
for autumn, many commu-
nities across Kentucky are
seeing their numbers
spike.
Over the past week –

Oct. 14 through Oct. 20 –
Crittenden County reported
28 new cases of COVID-
19, moving it solidly into
the so-called Red Zone on
the state’s color-coded
map with a seven-day inci-
dence rate of 45.4 as of
Tuesday.
Of those cases 13 were

female and 15 were male.
They ranged in age from 5
to 81. At least one is hospi-
talized. The rest were ini-
tially reported as
recovering at home. There
were four cases of individu-
als age 20 and below and
16 of the total cases were
40 or younger.
Since the pandemic

began last spring, Critten-
den County has reported
164 cases. Ninety-eight
have been diagnosed since
Sept. 1 and there have
been 36 reported already
this month.
Crittenden County

School District released a
statement on Monday ex-
plaining that a fifth-grade
teacher had tested positive
for COVID-19. 
Due to close contact dur-

ing planning time together,
the other three fifth-grade
teachers were required to
quarantine at home, the
district said in its state-
ment. 

No students, however,
were deemed to have been
in close contact with the in-
fected person, according to
Pennyrile District Health
Department contact-tracing
guidelines, the school dis-
trict's news release said.
The school said the in-
fected teacher’s regard to
safety protocol helped to
protect others.
“The teacher rigidly fol-

lowed the rules of not
being closer than six feet to
a student for more than 15
minutes on Friday, Oct.
16."
Substitute teachers have

been assigned to fifth-
grade students’ classrooms

for a 14-day quarantine pe-
riod, but the fifth-grade
teachers can engage chil-
dren remotely. They will be
coordinating plans with
substitute teachers to con-
tinue learning with minimal
disruption, the school dis-
trict said.
The elementary school

underwent a deep clean in
response to the matter, and
administrators will continue
to oversee its daily disin-
fecting and sanitizing.
The school district’s

COVID infection chart (pic-
tured above) is available
and updated online every
school day.
Since the pandemic

began, Crittenden County
has seen about 1.9 percent
of its population become
infected.
Gov. Andy Beshear re-

ports cases are on the rise
statewide and said Tues-
day that he is preparing to
make hotels and state
parks available for hospital
beds if necessary this fall
and winter.
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Crittenden County election officials were counting ballots last week in the basement
of the courthouse. Those being counted were among the paper absentee ballots re-
quested by registered voters and returned via mail. Pictured are (from left) Sue Pad-
get, Mandy Shuecraft, Brenda Guess and Bob Guess.
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Crittenden County School District COVID-19 Report

The color-coded, weekly
incidence average map
for the entire state can be
viewed online at ky-
covid19.ky.gov. It is up-
dated daily.

STAFF REPORT
Local leaders will meet with officials

from Union County Monday, Oct. 26 to
discuss the possibilities of merging
emergency dispatching and 911 serv-
ices for the two counties.

Crittenden County Fiscal Court and
City of Marion officials have been delib-
erating for more than a year about
what to do with the dispatch center,
which is located inside of city hall.
Costs have outpaced revenue for the
last several years and the growing red
ink is alarming.

A committee formed months ago
made up of representatives of several

stakeholders, including first respon-
ders and government leaders, has been
meeting regularly trying to develop a
long-term plan that will be affordable
for local taxpayers. There are basically
three options, which include no major
changes to the way emergency dis-
patching is handled, outscouring the
service to Kentucky State Police at
Madisonville or forming an alliance
among multiple counties. All of the op-
tions will require an additional source
of revenue. One idea that’s gaining sup-
port is to include an annual fee on tax
bills, much like those attached for vol-
unteer fire departments.

911 group meeting with Union Monday

About a dozen community lead-
ers and healthcare workers at-
tended a reception last week for
Dr. David Fairbanks, who was
visiting Crittenden Community
Hospital. Dr. Fairbanks of
Wyoming is pictured here with
School Board Chairman Chris
Cook. The hospital is trying to
recruit Dr. Fairbanks. Hospital
CEO Jon Gleason said it has
made an offer to the doctor and
should know soon whether it
will be accepted.

28 COVID-19 cases reported here over 7 days
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